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1 . P3FER1NCES USFET HIS Center CI-FIE /106 dtd 22 Mar 46 

USFET HIS Center CI-IIR /53 dtd 17 May 46 

2. PERSONAL DATA . , 

a. SURNAME: HARTL 

d. . CHRISTIAN 56K3: Albert 

c, ALIASES: Anton HOLZNER and Georg ALBERT 

d- BATE AND PLACE OP BIRTH: 13 Nov 04 ROSSEOLZEN, Bavaria. 

e. NATIONALITY CLAIMED: C-erman 

f. OCCUPATION: Teacher, priest, SD official 

g. RELIGION: Protestant, formerly Catholic 

h. DESCRIPTION: 

(1) HEIGHT; 1. 60 m 

( 2 ) WEIGHT: 63 kg 

( 3 ) BUILD; stocky 

(4) FACE: round 

( 5 ) HAIR; dark blond, cropped and thinning. 

( 6 ) PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES' or DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: none 

i. LAST PERMANENT ADDRESS: KITZ3UEH2L, Austria. 

J. LANGUAGES: School knowledge of English, French, Italian 

k. FATHER; Albert 

l . MOTHER; Babette nee HARTL 

m. BROTHER: Georg 

n. SISTERS* Annie Alberta; Betty 

o. WIFE: Marianne. nee SCHUERER-STOLLE 

p-. CHILDREN: 2 sons (twins) 

q. IDENTITY DOCUMENTS : Wehrpass 

3 . ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

a. SOURCE OF FRISONER, INCLUDING ARRESTING AGENCY: 

Arrested 2 o May 4p by 52 CIC Det KITZBUEHEL, Austria. 

b. ACCEPTED ON RECCNiMENBAT ION OR REQUEST OF: 

G-2 USFET, I at Sec, 

c. DATE OF ARRIVAL; ]..4 Feb 46 

d. RESUME OF ANY REPORTS AND/OR DOCUMENTS SENT IN WITH PRISONER; 

Fragebogen, some drafts of materiel included in this FIR and Wehrpass. 

e. RESULTS OF NAME CHECK AGAINST PERSONALITY CARD INDEX: SHAEF Fink Card 

No 6137 ?. 

f . BRIEFS UPON WHICH PRISONER WAS INTERROGATED: None 

g. NAMES AND UNIT OF INTERROGATORS: Alan NEWHAM, 7707 ; :iS.Cenfceer 

h. PRJ SONEh’S ATrlTUDi AND REACTIONS : Has attempted to win confidence of US 

Intelligence by submitting much material on GIS relations to church in the 
hope of being imployed by US ’ in an intelligence capacity. Intentionally 
vague in statements which might prove incriminating. Tendency to exagger—, 
ate or minimize importance of testimony in order to place himself in 
favorable light. ' •. 

i„ EVALUATION OF PRISONER’S RELIABILITY: Limited by his attitude and react ion? 

as defined above, therefore not fully reliable. Was witness to, if not 
actively engaged in, war crimes in Russia, but so far has confessed little 
on this subject, 

j. DATE, PLACE AND AUTHORITY FOR DISPOSITION OF PRISONER: 25 2 ep 46 evacuated 

to P’S 25 DACHAU as authorized by G-2, USFET. 
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4. BEFOBI. 

a. Life History 

(1) Chronological 

- 1904 - Lorn 13 Nov 04 in ROSSKOLZEN, Bavaria. 

1510-1914 - Attended school in HOFKIRCEEN, Bavaria. 
igi4_igi9 - Attended 3enedictine Seminary in SCKEYERN, Bavaria. 

1519-1923 - Attended Archbishop's Seminary in FREISING, Bavaria. 

I923-192S - Studied theology at University of Munich. 

1922-1929 - Attended Georgianum, MUNICH. 

1929 - Ordained a Catholic Priest by Cardinal FAULHABER. 

1929-1931 - Taught religion in intermediate schools in FAS ING/KUNICE . 
1931-1934 - Studien Frefekt at Archbishop’s seninary in FREISING. 

May 1933 - Joined NS DAP • 

January 1934 - Taken into protective custody by Gestapo in MUNICH* 

Auril 1934 — Resigned from priesthood add joined SB MUNICH as Scharf. » 

- October 1934 - Moved to BERLIN with the SB Reiehszentrale. 

1935 - Promoted to SS-Stuf. Hade referent for Church Intelligence. 

1936 - Promoted to O/Stuf. 

1935-1939 - Chief of Church Intelligence Referat of Amt II ' of the 
SD Reiehszentrale, BERLIN. Promoted to Stubaf in 1939* 
1939-1940 - Chief of Church Intelligence. Referat in Ant VII of RSHA. 

■ 1940-1941 Chief of Church Intelligence Referat in Amt IV of 5.SEA. 
December 1941 - Sent to Russia and assigned to BdS KIEV under THOMAS. 

1942-I943 - Temporary Chief of Abt I and II of BdS ICILV, extensive travel 
through Russia as far as STALINGRAD* 

1943 - Returned to Germany, assigned to Amt VI RSEA as agent. 

1944 - Moved to VELDES, Yugoslavia. 

1945 - Captured by British in May, released as uninteresting.. 

'Taken into custody by CIC in KITZBUEHEJ*,. Austria. 

(2) Studies 



HARTL reports that his father, a teacher in ROSSHOLZEN, was an ardent 
member of the liberal, free-thinking Bavarian Teachers' Association, which stood 
in violent opposition to the Catholic Teachers' Association and suffered heavily 
under the politic.?! hegemony of the clergy prevalent at the time. His mother was 
extremely pious and a strict Catholic* If he wanted to study, there were two 
possibilities open to him, either to teach like his father or to enter the priest- 
hood in accordance with his mother's wishes* When he was ten yearsold, his father 
reluctantly gave his permission to enter the Benedictine Latin School in SCH7YEHN, 
stating that there was still ample time later to decide on a career. Two years 
later his father died end shortly after his death HARTL decided to prepare for the 
Catholic priesthood. 

While at the University of MUNICH and later at the Georgianum just 
prior to his ordination, HARTL was one of the foremost students and was already 
publishing scientific treatises in professional journals under the auspices of 
Frof Geh Rat GOETTLER. At the Georgianum HARTL held the office of General Prefekt, 
the highest office open to theology students. In this capacity he was responsible 
for discipline and acted as intermediary between the director, Geh Rat Prof UEIGL, 
and the theology students. 



While a student, HARTL joined the Jesuit youth movement, Neu -Deutsch- 
land, which embodied the Boy Scout principles of outdoor life on a Catholic basis, 
and was soon put in charge of the Theologians Fachschaft for all Germany. EARTL 
wrote frequently for the publication of this organization. 

During his early student days, HARTL supported himself by working 
during vacations, but after 1925, ovring to numerous scholarships he received, he 
was able to devote more time to the Bund Neu Deutschland and thus came to know many 
of the leading Jesuits of Germany. He also traveled extensively, visiting almost 
all important shrines in Europe anc? all centers of church activity, including, of 
course, ROHE. . 
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HARTL completed his formal theological studies in 1$2S* He claims 
to have had doubts even at that early date about many things in the Catholic 
religion, particularly the strict clerical discipline. He hesitated to take the 
cloth and begged Cardinal FAULHABER to postpone his ordination, one year so that 
he might better prepare himself for the step. He began a thesis on the relative 
efficacy of free and. formal prayer but never finished it. Acting on the advice 
of his father confessor, Dr SEITZ, HARTL returned after one year to the seminary 
in FREISING for final preparation for the priesthood. 

( 3 ) Teaching Experience 

Following his ord.ination in 192$ he received special church honorary 
offices, all leading to the teaching profession to which he aspired. Ee was 
Kaplan for only a few months in MUNI CE / NEUAU3 IDG and was already teaching 
religion at the Gymnasium and Reals chule in KOTICH/BASING, In 13J>1 he became 
Studien Frefekt at the Albertinum in MUNICH and at the sara time taught religion 
at various educational institutions there. From 1931 to 1S3** HARTL was Studien 
Frefekt at the Archbishop's Seminary in FREISING and. instructor 6f ' religion at 
the teachers' seminary. 

(4 ) HARTL Turns to the NSDAF 

During these years HARTL began to doubt the wisdom, of his choice of 
profession. Ee began to question the strict dogma of Catholicism more and more. 
Yet, in judging the man, it must be stated, that the motives for his later break 
%d.th the church were rooted less in a logical rejection of Catholicism, as a form 
of religion than in a definite emotional and psychological disturbance bordering 
on abnormality. When he failed to meet the moral test, not only of a Catholic 
priest, but of any person of character, National Socialism offered him escape 
from a world of strict dogma and ritual. \ In 1933 HARTL betrayed his own best 
friend to the Nazis, and so precipitated the growing crisis within himself to the 
point where he abandoned the Church and joined ranks with the Nazis. 

KATL's best friend was Director ROSSBERGER of the seminary in 
FRiloIi'G, where HARTL was teaching in the early 1930' s • HARTL describes him as 
an impulsive personality of artistic temperament, who often joked in the most 
shocking manner and with the greatest irreverence about Catholic belief in 
miracles and holy relics, but piously lectured his students on these subjects. 

(By 1933 HARTL already establishe-' contact with various Catholic priests within 
the National Socialist Party — Kaplan GIGL, Studienrat ROTH, Abbot', SCEACHLEITNER 
et;ai - .end had joined the Party himself, in May 1933 .) One day HARTL happened to 
mention to the Kreisleiter of FREISING, LEDERER, whom he knew through his 
(LEDERER' s) brother, the Stadt Pfarre-r (City Clergyman) of MUNICH, that ROSSBERGER 
often committed blasphemy against the Church end the saints as well 1 as ••against. 
National Socialism and hi TIER. LEDERER thereupon asked "a few more details about' 
the matter and HARTL furnished then. A short time later R0SS3ERGER was arrested 
and HARTL was called before a special court in MUNICH as witness, Eis pro— Nazi 
testimony caused a sensation in the local press at the tine and resulted in 
ROSSBERGER being sentenced to over a year in jail. 'Cardinal FAULHABER was forced 
to relieve ROSSBERGER from office and upon his release from jail he was. re dude d to 
the position of choir master in the Church of the Holy Ghost in MUNICH. 

HARTL claims that his feeling of guilt in this affair led to a complete 
nervous breakdown. There is no reason to doubt this, although 5 more than likely 
it was the publicity involved which led to his nervous collapse* It can he as- 
sumed that, without the knowledge of the Church, HARTL had been furnishing the 
Nazi Forty with such information on Catholic pircles for some time prior to the 
ROSSBEj.GES. affair. Hermann ROLIEEHAGEN, O/Stuf arm 1 secretary to EARTL in the 
SD for many years, when questioned on this point, stated that HARTL was in the 
pay of the SD office in MUNICH prior to 1933 and gave extremely valuable infor- 
mation to the Nazis at that time. 
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( 5 ) BARTl Leaves the Churcfo 

When the Church found out about his activities an-, attempted to 
poison him, according' to ROLLENEAGEN , EARTL appealed to HEYDRICH, who had hin 
picked up on the street one day and placed in protective custody. 

EARTL, although generally silent on his early Nazi activities, gives an 
even more sensational description of his protective arrest by the Nazis.. He 
clains that he woke up one no ruing, in January 193^ the Gestapo headquarters in 
MUNICH entirely covered with black and blue marks and in intense pain. One foot 
revealed a large wound and his head was completely swollen and suppurative. His 
lips were blue and bloated and two teeth were missing. He had been beaten un- 
mercifully but remembered no thing- he clains. HEYDRICH told him that he had been 
beaten an: poisoned by fanatics of the Church. During his period of recupera.tion 
in Nazi custody, which lasted until April. 195*+, HABTL clains to have received 
an invitation from the Archbishop's ordinariat in MUNICH to discuss his further 
activity in the Church. Ho. answered by resigning from the priesthood, against 
the advice of HIMMLER, who suggested he await his appointment to Studienrat, 
whc.ih would give hin a civil service position with pension rights — something 
which should not be ignored in considering one's future. HI : ‘>!1SH then offered 
HABTL a position with the SD at 3^0 Bn ninthly as assistant to Maj ILGES in the 
SD Reichszentrale in MUNICH, vhere EASTE's knowledge of the Catholic Church could 
be exploited to the fullest, 

( 6 ) HABTL Joins the SD 

KABJL was given the rank of SS-Scharf in the beginning and. by 1935 
was Church referent of the SD Reichszentrale with the rank of SS-U/Stuf. In 1936 
he became SS— O/Stuf, in 1537 H/Stuf and in Ja.nuary 1939 SS-Stubaf. It was during 
the first few years of his Nazi activity that HABTL gained the respect of both 
HE 1 DRICR and HliD-ZLiB and earned for himself the reputation as the Vatican expert 
of the Party. In this period he organized the intelligence network against the 
Church (see Organization of Church Intelligence within the GIS), placing his 
extensive knowledge of Catholic affairs at the full disposal of the Nazis. During 
the BOEHM affair in June 153^ HABTL gathered evidence against Party members sus- 
pected of close connections with the Church (statement by .Erim Hat .Earl -Josef 
GSBUIi), and although definite proof is lacking, it is reasonable to asstime that 
victims of bis blacklist failed to survive the purge. 

( 7 ) Work for SD and .RSEA 

HABTL thus entered the inner circle of influential Nazis like 
HIMMLER, F1YDP.ICN and l'IU-LIX. : and was considered part of the well-known 
"Bavarian invasion" of BERLIN when this group of Bavarian Nazis shifted their 
SD headouarters from MUNICH to the German capital in 1935* At this time HABTL was 
in the church Referat in Amt I (Information) of the SD Zentrale. In BERLIN Amt 
I became Abt II-l of the SD Hauptamt and retained this title until the founding 
of the RSEA shortly before the outbreak of war in 1939* With the merger of Eripo, 
Gestapo and. SD, KARTL's church Referat was at first assigned to Amt VII under 
Prof SIX, who had been EARTL ; s Amtschef under the former set-up. This arrangement 
was purely an expedient, for EAB.TL continued his former intelligence work in- 
dependent of SIX and often reported directly to MUELLER of Amt IV, to HEYDRICH, or 
even to HIMMLER. SIX claims that the purpose of the reorganization and founding of 
the RSEA in 1939 was to turn ever all SD intelligence directed against opponents 
of the State (the so-called Gegnergebiete ) to the Gestapo (the new Amt IV), and . 
that for •'this reason HARTL's church Referat actually was a part of Amt IV as early 
as 1939* Since the Gestapo already had a church Referat of its own with full 
executive powers, HABTL* s intelligence apparatus' was .left dangling for awhile in . 
mid-air, apparently without assignment. With the expansion of the GIS a number of 
new personalities had appeared on the scene to compete with HARTL in the church 
sector, and ait. cough HARTL still apparently enjoyed the confidence of HEYDRICH, he 
had created numerous enemies among his immediate superiors and colleagues (SIX, 
MUELLER, ROTH, STILLER, etc), who despised him as a renegade and were highly 
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critical of his work. It began to look very* much as if the Nazis had used him 
for all he was worth and were now gently pushing him aside. 

In late 1940 HEYDRICH called HARTL in and told him that his Referat 
would in future be assigned to Amt IV under MUELLER* SS~0/Strubaf Reg Rat ROTH, 
head of the already existing Church Referat Amt IV 9 would retain the executive 
•function, and both he and HARTL would report independently to MUELLER. HARTL 
claims that during the conversation HEYDRICH hinted that he was planning to es- 
tablish a new Grupp- in Amt IV comprising the so-called Gegnergebiete (Catholicism, 
Free Masonry and Jewry) and to place HARTL in charge of this Gruppe. 



(g) HAHTL Sent to Russia 



HARTL was active in the Gestapo until December 1941. During this 
period he came into constant conflict with Amtschef MUELLER, who suspected him of 
being a secret Jesuit. The final break came in December, when MUELLER found out 
that HARTL had used his office to become familiar with a young girl and had been 
caught kissing her. HARTL was discharged from the RSHA and was sent’ to Russia 
to work for BdS KIEV. HARTL claims that HEYDRICH reduced the punishment suggested 
by 1JJ.-LLER (assignment to a firing squad for mass executions) by giving him. the 
special mission of traveling through southern Russia and reporting on the in- 
tellectual trends in that area, 

O/Stuf ROLLElffiLAGEN, who worked with HARTL from 1935 to 1941, states 
that within the RSHA HARTL had the dubious reputation of being a boaster of the 
highest order who let others do the work for him. No one believed his boast that 
he was working on special missions for HEYDRICH or HIMMLER and it was generally 
assumed that when he went to Russia in 194l he was assigned to a punitive command. 
His constant sexual indiscretions with feminine personnel of the RSHA were 
notorious and such actions were ascribed to the fact that he had broken away from 
Catholic celibacy relatively late in life and thus knew no bounds. According to 
ROLLENHAGEN, HARTL was dismissed from office for attempting to approach the wife 
of a prominent S.tandf while traveling by train between VIENNA and BERLIN. 

EARTL T s report on Russia (see Annex X ) fails to shed sufficient light 
on his official activities there. It is known that he was attached to the 
notorious Befehlshaber der Sipo and SP THOMAS in KIEV and that in the latter part 
of 1942 he was in charge of Abt I and II of BdS KIEV* it is evident that in 
this report he has exaggerated the importance df his mission for HEYDRICH, at the 
same time* minimizing the less favorable phases of his activity under THOMAS. 

( 9 ) Dnd of the War 

In 1943 he fell ill and was sent to ZAKOPANE in Poland to recuperate. 
Prom there he joined his wife in the Tyrol and never returned to Russia. In the 
summer of 1943 be moved with his wife to VELDES RETSCHITZ in Yugoslavia and 
remained there until Germany^ collapse. In early Spring 194$ he and his wife 
fled before TITO f s advance to the Tyrol. In May HARTL was interned by the British 
in SACBSE1SURG and SPITTAL in Carinthia but was released again as uninteresting. 

In the middle of May he attempted to find employment in a journalistic capacity 
in XITZ3BEHL but was picked up by the CIC and detained* 

Kis wife, Marianne HARTL, has stated in interrogation that HARTL re- 
turned from Russia completely broken mentally and physically and incapable of 
working. He was moody and silent and refused to discuss Ms experience! in the 
East. From chance remarks she gathered that he had earne’ the disfavor of his 
superiors in Russia, in fact had probably quarreled violently vrith them and, just 
as in the RSHA, was persona non grata there too. Although very much iMerested, 
she never found out why he failed to return lo Russia. HARTL explains that he 
did not report back to Russia after his recuperation because in occupied terri- 
tories persons who fell ill were automatically replaced after four weeks. He 
therefore reported for assignment to the RSHA in BERLIN, where SS-Stubaf BEAUNE 
directed him to MUELLER, his former Amtschef, who told him he had no opening for 
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his talents. BRAUNS then ref erred, him to Amt VI, where HARIL, according to' his 
statement, was assigned as confidential informant to SS-Stubaf Bgg Rat Dr 
CAR5TENS, chief of the Ivultur Abteilung of Amt VI. Because of his health HARTL 
was advised to retire and to devote himself to literary efforts. Then in connec- 
tion with his travels to various research libraries he could act as confidential 
informant for Amt VI. HARTL carried out this arrangement from 1943 until the 
Spring of 1945, reporting occasionally to CARSTEN3 in BERLIN various items of 
intelligence on church matters gathered during his travels. In the summer of 1943 
HARIL, for instance, made a trip to POME (see. Annex III , Vatican Exploitation of 
Military Intelligence) at the request of his Amt s chef SCHELIENBTRG, and the results 
of this trip were then reported to CAB-3 TENS . During the latter part pf 1943 H&R.TL 
spent most of his trims between BERLIN and TUEBINGEN gathering material for a bpok 
entitled a The Russian Church in Exile*. This book was never published and the- 
manuscript, along with other private papers of HARIL, were left behind in VELDES, 
Yugoslavia, when HARTL and his wife fled that area in 1945* 

(10) HARTL 1 s Publications 



In all HARTL has published four books. His first was called "GSsetz 
Go ttes" ("The Law of God") and dealt with his own development and final break with 
the church. His second book bore the revealing title "Priestermacht" and accord- 
ing to HARTL is a revised collection of his reports to HIMMLER on the influence of 
the Catholic priesthood in Germany. So far copies of these two books have not 
come into the hands of the interrogator, but copies of his last two books , "E'wige 
Front" ("Eternal Front") and "Zwinge Das Leben" ("Master Life") were found in his 
wife's possession. Both are short works of some 70 to SO pages dealing with 
ethical topics in popular style. They could only stem from the poisoned pen Of 
a renegade Catholic in the pay of the Nazis. His attempts to vilify the Catholic 
Church while glorifying the Nazi Party are nauseating and often vicious, ("The 
greatest German of ell times is Adolf HITLER. . .He has demonstrated that for a 
German the word impossible no longer exists", etc, etc.) In preliminary interroga- 
tions EAP.IL had the effrontery to claim that almost every chapter in these two 
books contained attacks on National Socialism and that it was only because of his 
membership in the SS that he was not sent to a concentration camp. 

It is interesting to note that HARTL in choosing a pen name took the 
name Anton HCLZEER. He claims that it is just a coincidence that a well known 
MUNICH author of great merit in Catholic literature happens to bear the name Josef 
HCLZNER. According to HARTL, HIMMLER forced him to assume a nom de plume for his 
publications in order to avoid the impression that his books were in any way 
connected with his official capacity and his official person and to show that 
they represented only his private opinion. His books appeared under the name 
Anton HOLZNER, but his magazine articles went under the name Georg ALBERT. 

(ll) HARTL 1 s Marriage 

HARTL' s marriage relationship also gives an interesting insight into 
his character. He first met his wife in 1936 at an SS party to which about 100 
BDh leaders had been invited. They were married on 29 Apr 37* 

His wife, Marianne, was born S Feb 17 in BUENOS AIRES, the daughter 
of a German businessman SCHUSSER-STOLLE and his wife Pauline, nee von STOCKHAUSEN. 
Her father died during World War I. Her mother, almost completely lame, is now 
living with her in the British zone in VEHLEN near BUECKEBURG. 

At the time of their marriage HARTL's wife held the rank of Jung— 
naedel Refersntin in the HO" Bann 201, but abandoned ali Party activities following 
their marriage. She was a close friend of Mrs HEYDRICK but cared less for HEY- 
DRICE, because he was extremely vain and extremely critical of HARTL, who failed 
to satisfy HEfLRICH's conception of the SS-type. (HARTL claims that his wife once 
slapped ESYD.'ICR for making improper advances and, if true, this may have In- . 
fluenced EEYDRICH in his decision to send HARTL to Russia in 1941.) 
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HARTL is 13 years older than his wife and this difference in age nay 
account for his peculiar attitude toward his wife, who was surprisingly frank in 
her statements on their .relationship « She stated that he is still too much of a 
Catholic priest to he an i deal husband. He is taciturn, -strict, evasive, never 
open in his opinions and very moody- Ho never confided in her about his work or 
his thoughts and kept bo himself most of the time# Their first two years of 
marriage were the happiest., but after 1933 HAtiTL "began to lose his standing in the 
ESHA and became nervous and irritable* The marriage remained childless until 
HABTL was interned in May of i$u5> when she bore him twin boys# 

(l2) RSHA Conferenc es on HESS and on Russia 

Indicative of HABTL ■ s significance within the IS HA is the fact that 
his opinion was often sought ir questions of national importance* A few days after 
Rudolf HESS flew to England HE'S DEI CH called a meeting of certain experts of the 
B?»EA to discuss the possible reasons for ESSS's action and the consequences which 
might result. There were about ten. persons present at the meeting, among them 
HABTL. HITLER was represented by his personal physician Frof BRANDT and St/Sek . 

Dr KLOFFSE represented BGRMAFN* Germany* e , leading psychiatrist Frof da CRINIS 
was present, as well as GHLEHWEF of Amt III and MUELLER of Amt IV, Others present 
were HEBE of Amt V and SPEBGI3E, as the editor responsible for the l, Berichte 
aus dem Reich 11 ( 11 Reports from the Belch 1 *)* HABTL took part in the meeting as 
expert on possible religious motives for the HESS flight* 

The meeting began with a discussion by the two physicians, BBAKDT 
and de CRINIS on the existence of psychopathic and schizophrenic tendencies in 
HESS, SPENGLER then reported that according to information reaching him (through 
u 3ericht3 aus dem Belch 1 ' ) the German people were deeply moved by the affair, but 
were still faithful to HITLER. 

BAETL contributed the statement that HESS was by nature extremely 
romantic and exhibited many mystic tendencies. These mystic tendencies were 
encouraged by a certain member of EES3*s staff, Reichsam tsleiter S CKULTE- S TBATHAUS , 
whose brother was the abbot of a Catholic monastery* HESS was profoundly in-* 
terested in the occult and had spent a small fortune on astrology, anthroposophics, 
theosophies, mesmerism, etc# 

ESY33EICE attempted at this point to develop the theory that the 
British Secret Service had planted astrologers near HESS, but there was no way to 
prove such a theory* 

The conclusion was 1 drawn at the meeting that HESS actually believed 
that through his own personality he could somehow bring about peace with Great 
Britain* 



Another instance indicative of KAEtTL 1 s importance within the RSHA was 
his participation in a secret meeting some two or three months prior to Germany^ 
a!; tack on Russia* Amtschef MUITG1ER called the meeting to discuss the commitment 
of Sipo and SD units in Russia, once the Russian campaign got under way# 

MITELLER opened the secret meeting by declaring that HITLER had de- 
cided to attack Russia and that in the opinion of all military experts in Germany 
this campaign would be won in no time.. It would then be the task of the no]- ice 
to maintain order in the German-occupied areas of Russia# HUELLBB then demanded 
from each Referent of Amt IV written suggestions as to the measures to be taken. 



HABTL, as Referent of the Church Referat of Ami IV,. submitted a 
report stating that none of th? various church groups in Russia represented a 
political danger to the German Occupational Authority or to the German policy, and 
that therefore these groups should b e granted the widest latitude in their 
ties., particularly since after the violent suppression of such gronps by the 
Soviets, — especially the Orthodox groups, large numbers of Russians might be 
won over to the Nazis by such a policy* 
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In his sr.' each at the meeting MUELLER stated that the war with Russia 
'would last at the most eight weeks and that Germany could then concentrate all 
efforts against England. Russia would he invaded hy three columns, one via KIEV to 
the Caucasus, one via LENINGRAD to MURMANSK and one via MOSCOW to the Urals. 
Everything between the three columns would collapse end it would then be the task 
of the police to reestablish order in these parts. 

SS-Stubaf EJCEHANN, as Referent of the Jewish Referat, submitted the 
proposal to exterminate all Jews in Russia. 

b. Organization of Church intelligence Within the SD-and BSHA 
(l) S I) and Cho-ch Intelligence 

With the seizure of power in 1933 efforts were immediately launched to 
establish a church intelligence system within the SD Zentrale in MUNICH, which at 
that tine was under the direction of Dr Werner BEST. Dr August Wilhelm FATIN, then 
Stif tskanonifus and instructor of religion at the Ludwigs Realschule in MUNICH 
and a cousin of EIMMLER, was entrusted with this task, PATIN had a great deal of 
prestige among the higher clergy, and being related to the Archbishop of BAMBERG, 

Dr I-jAUCK, also had access to those circles close to the German episcopate. 

In the latter part of 1933 the beginning of 1934 Maj a D and 
SS-Stubaf Walter ILLGES received an order from HIMMLER and HEYDRICH to begin the 
systematic organization of a Church Division (Kirchen/Abt) within the SD Reichs 
Sentrale in MUNICH. ILLGES, who reportedly died a few years ago, was known for his 
books against the separatist movement in the Rhineland a nd as a specialist on gen- 
eral questions of church policy. In the spring of 1914 Martin WOLF became his 
Kirchen Referent. WOLF later attained the rank of SS-Stubaf and was Chief of the 
Kultur Abt for the Reichs Protektor in PRAGUE. HAETL worked with both ILLGES and 
WOLF as scientific advisor for Catholic questions. 

In the summer of 1934 the SD Haupt Amt was established in BERLIN and 
the office in MUNICH became an SD Oberabcchnitt. PATIN remained in MUNICH and took 
oyer the Kirchen Referat of that office, while ILLGES, WOLF and HARTL transferred 
to the newly erected main office in BERLIN* During his period of .activity in 
MUNICH, which according to HARTL lasted until 1937 or 1933 t PATIN- was considered 
the best reporter on church questions. This was particularly true in the years 
prior to 193 ^ when the general church intelligence system was still in the initial 
stages of development. Through his intimate connections with the higher clergy he 
succeeded in obtaining confidential material for the SD, some of which had not even 
been revealed to the lower clergy. He also kept the main office of 1;he SD in 
BERLIN informed on all speeches which Cardinal FAULHABER* or other Leading Church 
personalities gave before private meetings of Catholic priests. " ' • 

__ ■ 

As far as HARTL knows, FAULHABER never worked officially for the SD, but lie 
must have known that PATIN was active in it, FAULHABER was considered to 
belong politically to the extreme right wing of the Bayeri'sche Volks Partei or to 
the Bayerische Koenigs Bund, He is said to have adhered to these 'convictions ev©n 
after the seizure' of power by the Nazis. While working in the archiepiscopal 
Studien Seminar in FREISING from 1919 to 1923 pnd later from 1931 to 1934, HARTL 
found out that in the Studien Seminar as well as in the archiepiscopal' Xlerikal 
Seminar a. considerable quantity of weapons and ammunition was being kept hidden 
with the permission of FAULHABER .(HARTL was told this by. the Seminar Direktor 
ROSSBERGER). There were rifles, machine guns and two small artillery pieces. 

HARTL states that he saw these weapons himself. Some of them were stored in a 
secret hiding place in the archiepiscopal Klerikal Seninar, which could be reached 
by a hidden staircase located under a stone slab near the main altar. These 
weapons were used for secret military exercises.. Thus, in HARTL ? s opinion, ' 
FAULHA3ER aided in making possible the rebirth of militarism in Germany, 
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FATIN abandoned the priesthood around 1937 or 193^ and was made Ober- 
regierungs Eat by HIMMLER and assigned to Amt VII of the ESHA to undertake research 
on church questions (witchcraft). 

The Kirchen Referat of the newly erected SD Hauptant in BERLIN was at 
first under the direction of ILLGES, who was also in charge of Amt I of the SD 
Hauptamt. I stood for Information and was divide'' into such subjects as Communism, 
Free Masonry, Church, etc. '•WOLF, was soon made Kirchen Referent, particularly 
for Catholic questions, and HARTL was his assistant. In 1935 IDLGES retired and 
WOLF received a special order from HIMMLER to make a scientific study of Bolshevism, 
HARTL then became Kirchen Referant of SD Hauptamt, at first under ILLGES just prior 
to his retirement and later under Dr BEHRENS, former SD Oberabschnitts Fuehrer 
BERLIN, who became head of the new Amt II of SD Hauptamt in BERLIN. HARTL 1 s 
immediate superior was the Abteilungs Chef, at first SS— 0/Fuehrer iHRLINGER, then 
SS-Standf Dr KNOCKED , later SS-O/Stubaf SUER. 

In. 1937 Dr SIX replaced BEHRENS as Amts Chef II of the SD-Hauptarat. 

( 

(2) Gestapo and Church 

The Gestapo, which was later to become Amt IV of ESEA, also had its 
own Kirchen Eeferat for executive functions, such as dissolution of church 
organizations, confiscation of church property, arrest of theologians, etc. As 
early as 193^ this Eeferat hod its own special intelligence service to support 
its executive measures against the church. The difference between this intelli- 
gence service and the intelligence service of the Kirchen Eeferat of the SD 
Hauptamt was one both of purpose and method. EAELTL states that the purpose of his 
intelligence service was to keep all leading personalities of the Eeich continually 
informed about the general church-political situation in Germany. To achieve this, 
KAETL saw to it that, he remained in friendly contact with the higher clergy and 
at the same time organized an intensive network of spies vrithin their ranks. 

HAETL, who had made an intensive study of the' intelligence methods of the Jesuits, 
used them, as a model, and was thus in a position to inform Germany’s leaders not 
only on general church policy in Germany* but also on extremely important plans 
and measures of the Church as well as on the world political situation of the 
Church. 



The intelligence Eeferat of the Gestapo, on the other hand, was 
more interested in obtaining a maximum number of prohibitions, warnings and arrests, 
and was thus forced to institute a petty informant system among the lower clergy, 
where indiscretions were more prevalent* Both intelligence services, says 
'HAETL, were constantly competing with one another* A system of petty spying could 
not have served his purpose, claims KAETL. He preferred to work with a network 
of undercover agents among the higher clergy, particularly in the bishops’ 
ordinariats* to obtain' documents iuch* efe~‘the secret protocol "of the Fulda Bishops* 
Conference, 4 signed by the presiding officer, Cardin?! 3'EETEAh of 3S3SLAU. 

(3 ) Formation of ESHA 



From 1935 until 193^ or 1339 HAETL* s Kirchen Eeferat, together with 
its intelligence service, was part of Amt II of the SD Hauptamt. With the 
reorganization and merging of SD, Kripo and Gestapo into the nascent ESEA, 

HAETL 1 s Eeferat was transferred to Amt VII of ESHA under Dr SIX, who until then 
had been Amts Chef II of SD Hauptamt. His new task was more limited in scope 
and placed more emphasis on the intelligence character of his work. He defines 
this task as intelligence gathering on the general church-political situation 
in Germany and the preparation of scientific background material on all church 
Questions .handled by the various offices of ESHA. In the new organization Amt III 
(SD) still maintained a Kirchen Eeferat which hed the double task of keeping a 
check on the entire church development and activity in all fields, such as in 
schools, in the sciences, in the training of youth etc, as well as checking on 
the various popular religious movements (such as the Ludendorff movement in and 
outside Germany). 
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(4) Amt VI and Church 

At the same tine, Amt VI of ESHA established, on order of HEYDEICH, its 
ovm Kirchen E.eferat which originally had the task of checking on the world-political 
situation of the Church and on religious groups in the various foreign countries : 
including those occupied by Germany ; such as in the C-aU Danzig/Westpreussen or the 
Warthe Geu. later, after about 1942, this Eeferat was organized into a special 
Vat ikan~B-ef erat . 

( 5 ) -amt IV and Church , 

Early in December 1940 HAETL was transferred by order of HEYDEICH from 
Amt VII to Amt IV to direct the counter-intelligence service against the Church 
(Kirchlicher Gegnernachrichtendienst ) . His entire intelligence apparatus, complete 
with ell personnel and records, was transferred from Amt VII to Amt IV and was 
reorganized into a unified counter-intelligence system. Only the scientific re- 
search branch for the church sector remained with Amt VII. 

Amt IV; however, already had a. Kirchen Eeferat with executive functions, 
which at the time of HAETL : s transfer was under Oberregierungs Eat ROTH, who later 
became Stapoleitsr in DOBTHUND . Under the new system HEYDEICH kept both Eefarate 
separate and had EAHTL and EOTH both report independently to their Amts Chef 
IIUELLEE. HAETL claims that at the time of his transfer HEYDEICH had half promised 
to put him in charge of a Gruppe comprising the Kirchen Eeferat, EICKMANN’s Juden 
-\eferat and the Eeferat dealing with Freemasonry, . but this plan was never nut into 
effect. 



HAETL remained in charge of the intelligence service of Kirchen Eeferat 
IV until December 1941, when he was sent to Eussia on his special mission for 
HEYDEICH (see Annex X). 



(6) KARxL * s Workers 

In the per od from 1935 until the end of 194l HAETL had a. number of 
important people working under him who contributed valuable aid in the establish- 
ment of HAETL' s intelligence service. These were: 



(a) SS— Standf Paul ZAFP (later KAS Krim) SD Abschnitts Fuehrer and 
deputy Inspekteur der SIFO and SD in DEESDEN. 

(b) SS-O/Stubaf LOOSS, later with Amt VI ESEA and deputy KdS KHA5X0V. 

(c) SS-O/Stubaf Theo GAE5MANN (later SD Abschnitts Fuehrer LINZ) 

(d) SS-K/Stuf KUNZE, later with Kirch :n Eeferat Amt IV ESHA. 

(e) SS-H/Stuf Dr KU/A.WSKI , later of Amt VII. 

(f ) SS-K/Stuf HAKDE3IEBLN, later SD Abechnitt STETTIN. 

(g) SS-H/Stuf STILLEH, later with Amt III ESKA. 

(h) SS— H/Stuf EOLLEl^EAGEN , HAETL' s secretary and later with Amt IV 
Kirchen Eeferat. Kept card index of all V-Leute. 

(i) DUCHESNE, later with Amt .VII 

(j) DE BQEB, later lieutenant in the Luftwaffe. 

(k) ALT INGEE 

(l) SS-O/Stuf JAKOBS 
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(7) Members of Kirchen^^fe?at of Amt IV 

The Kirchen Referat of Ant IV vrith its executive functions was for the 
most part in the hands of civil servants with legal training, mostly with the title 
of Ob erregie rungs Rat. HARTL gives the follwoing list of those who were active 
in executive capacity in Kirchen Referat Amt IV from 193*+ to 19^5* list is not 

strictly chronological: 

(a) SS-O/Stuhaf und Oh Reg Rat RASELBACBER {killed in accident) 

(h ) SS— O/Stubaf und Ob Reg Sat HARTMAFN (later KdS LUXKhBOURG ) 

(c) SS-O/Stubaf und Oh Reg Rat LISCHKA (later KdS PARIS) 

(d) SS-Brig Or SCHOEEGARIH (later KdS CRACOW ) 

(e) SS-Stafu Dr RUX, later KdS BROMBERG, then BdS Corinthia and 
' Oberkrain. 

(f ) SS-O/Stubaf and Ob Reg Sat ROTH, later Stapoleiter in DORTMGED. 

Was in charge of Kirchen Referat (Executive) in 19^1, when HARTL 
was active in this Referat. 

(g) SS-S tubaf and Reg Rat HAHHEHBRUCH 

(h) SS-S tubaf and Reg Rat HEUHAUS (former Protestant theologian) 

Later KdS POSER. 

(i) SS-O/Stubaf and Ob Reg Rat Dr JAER. 

(j) SS-O/Stubaf and Ob Reg Rat BIEBERSTElR-SCXMAROWSKI 
(former Protestant Provost Prior) later KdS ROSTOV. 

(k) O/Stubaf and Ob Reg Rat KORKDOERFER, later Stapoleiter in KASSEL* 

(l) SS-O/S tubaf and Cb Reg Rat BARTZ, later director of the Referat 
for Foreign Workers in Germany in Amt IV RSHA. 

(S) Training of Workers 

When HARIL was promoted to Kirchen Referent in the SD Hauptamt in 1935* 
he immediately set about building up hi6 intelligence service along the lines of • 
the Jesuit information services. Outer framework of his intelligence system was, 
of course, the SD organization within the Reich. To each SD Oberabschnitt he 
assigned a Kirchen Referent and to each SD\Abschnitt a Kirchen Sachbearbeiter 
(Special Assistant for Church questions), !fhose chosen by SARTL for these positions 
were then given training in SD work and in church Questions at the SD school in 
BEjrilH/GRUNEWALD under Dr SCHEEL, who later [became Gauleiter and Raich Studenten 
Fuehrer. Between 1935 an< I 1539 the series of courses given in these subjects 
for SD church experts were repeated three or four times. 

(9) Collection of Information 

The Referenten and the special assistants at the various levels of the 
SD organization (Oberabschnitt, Abschnitt* Leitabschnitt ) submitted all material 
dealing with their own area of jurisdiction to local Party offices, either to the 
Gauleiter, to the Regierungs Praesidenten, to the HJ Gebieis Fuehrung, to . 
Stapoetellen etc. ) Material of national importance was submitted to the Church 
Referat of Amt II of SD Hauptamt in BERLIN as long as this office was in 
existence. Later, when the work of the Kirchen Referat had been broken down and 
divided among the newly created Referate of Ant III, IV and VII of RSHA, material 
of national importance was submitted either to one of the new Church Referate or 
to all three at the same time. 
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The regional offices of the Gestapo also collected intelligence on 
Church natters, for the most part intelligence of executive interest. Originally, 
this material, if it went beyond local interest, was submitted directly to 
Gestapo headquarters in BERLIN. Later, with the creation of BSHA, it was sub- 
mitted to the executive branch of Amt I? RSHA. 

The intelligence material was gathered either by agents (V-Leute), 
who reported directly to the local $D office, or by roundabout means through an 
SA or SS Fuehrer, Kreisleiter, etc, who happened to be on particularly intimate 
terms with some church personality. HARTL established the principle, however, 
that it was the duty of the Special Assistants for Church matters in the various 
S3 offices to maintain a maximum number of high caliber agents thems el vete and to 
assure their cooperation by means of small gifts (cigars, alcohol, books). 

In the occupied areas there were no special assistants for church 
matters attached to the offices of Sipo and S3. Church questions were at times 
referred to the Referenten of Amt III and Amt IV of the BdS, as was the case in the 
occupied areas of Russia, and at other times the BdS would have its own Church 
Expert, as in PARIS, BRUSSELS, KRAKOW and PRAGUE. The Befehlshaber in these 
areas were, however, exceedingly independent and often received their orders 
directly from HEYDRICR or HIMMLER without going: through the Amtschef of RSHA. 

Thus their church experts reported for the most part only to their own BdS or to 
the PISSFf in their area. If their reports reached the RSHA they were channeled 
in the majority of cases to the Gruppe Volkstum in Amt III. 

. HARTL also had some agents of national importance, who reported 
directly to the RSEA without going' through subordinate SB offices; eg, 
Reichsbischof MUELLER, Minis terial-Birigent ROTH, Landesbisch of WEIBEKAIUJ, 
Metropolitan SERAPHIM, etc. 

If it was established that a certain person not belonging to the SD 
organization had particularly intimate contacts with the higher clergy and was 
willing; to exploit them for the Intelligence Service, such a person was as a rule 
enrolled in the SS and assigned as honorary assistant to the SB. An example of 
this type of informant was the former Economics Minister of the Bayerische 
Volks Fartei, Graf QUABT-ISKY, who enjoyed not only the most intimate business 
and friendly contacts with , but wa6 also related toV- very high Church circles in 
Germany, Austria and Hungary. He personally made HIMMLER the offer to exploit 
these contacts in the interest of the German Intelligence Service. As a result 
he was accepted into the SS, was given the rank of SS-Stubaf, and assigned to the 
SB as honorary assistant. 

The intelligence material sent in by all SD offices in the Reich and 
submitted directly by special agents was then processed by the various Church 
Referate of the RSEA into intelligence reports for the Kininstry of Churches, 
the Party Chancellory, The Foreign Office, The Propaganda Ministry, the Ministry 
of the Interior, and in particularly important cases, for GOERING, HITLER, HIMMLER 
et al personally. All reports submitted to offices of the Reich were signed by 
HEYBRICE and less frequently by HIMMLER. The Amts Chef signed all reports to 
offices on a level with his office. Reports and instructions to subordinate 
offices were also signed by the Amts Chef or by the Abt Leiter. General 
instructions going out to all SD offices were as a rule signed only by HEYDRICH 
and on rare occasions by the Amts Chef. HARTL, as Referent, claims that he signed 
only for minor questions in connection with reports from subordinate offices. 

(10) Summary of Work Done 

HARTL has given the following outline of his intelligence work- which 
was broken down, as is the case with every intelligence service, into intelligence 
gathering and intelligence evaluation. 
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The intelligence gathering was carried out: 

a.) By studying. the essential church ' literature . 

b) By utilizing the network of agents established among the higher 
clergy with the aid of the special assistants for church matters 
in SD offices. 

The intelligence evaluation was carried out! 

a) By submitting regular reports to all leading personalities of the, 
Reich, 

b) By writing' special reports on certain problems . 

c) By answering questions submitted by the various leading 
personalities of the Reich. 

The substance of these reports was always the political problems 
connected with the church. If, for example, the Pope issued an encyclical, or made 
an important speech, or whenever some Vatican office, such as the Commissio Pro 
Russia, held e meeting, reports would come in from the ag:nts among the Roman 
theologians and these reports would deal with background and importance of the event 
in auestion; Such material would then be evaluated and sent as a report either to 
RIB3EBTR0P, HIMMLER, HITLER, or OOERIWH etc. 

Whenever the German Bishops came together, the secret protocol of their 
meeting would reach the SD through members of the various episcopal curia. 

Whenever politics were mentioned in a sermon, whenever secret meetings 
were held, etc, reports poured in to the SD immediately. 

Whenever the Vatican appointed a new bishop or whenever the State 
appointed a new professor of theology or promoted an old one or wanted to honor 
him with some kind of decoration, the Church Ministry would always first submit 
questions to the SD to find out all it could about the nan. 

HITLER himself often submitted very complicated questions, for example, 
concerning the activity of the Jesuits in Japan, or concerning the latest stand- 
point of Vatican politics, or concerning the wealth of the Catholic Church in 
Germany in real estate and other property. To answer this last question a number 
of assistants had to devote all their time over a period of years until the work 
finally grew into a. special Referat, which was then assigned to Amt III because 
’HARTL had no knowledge of economics. 

Whenever a Ministry of the Reich instituted a measure affecting the 
Church, it would first submit questions on the matter to the Kirchen Referatand, 
when the measure went into effect, the Kirchen Referat had to report to . the Ministry 
on the reaction to the measure in church circles, 

HARTL claims to have carried out his work along the above general lines 
regardless of the Amt he happened to be attached to at the time, whether it was the 
old Amt I of the SD, or Amt II of the SD Hauptamt, or Amt VII and IV of RSHA, He 
makes every effort to disclaim responsibility for the executive functions of Amt IV, 
to which he was assigned in 1941. Amt IV, he states, originally had only an 
executive function (measures against priests and pastors and against Church or- 
ganizations, e g, fines, warnings, speech prohibitions , house searches. .In the .case 
of more drastic measures jurisdiction passed to some higher office, but the Church 
Referent of Amt IV could always submit suggestions). The executive function of 
Amt IV was always, in the hands of a civil servant with legal training, even during 
HARTL * s activity as Referent in that office, when he was ostensibly in charge. SART|i 
claims that his second successor in office, the Protestant theologian Dr HEUKAUS, 
was the first to combine both executive functions and intelligence, and then only 
after he had been appointed Reg Rat, - • 
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(11 ) SD Leaders for Church Hatters 

HAETL has submitted the following list of Church Referenten and 
S-.ecial Assistants for Church Matters in the various SD offices: 



VIENNA 



SS-Stuhaf GAEEMANN ( 193 8-4l) later SD Abschnitts Fuehrer in LINZ. 



SALZBURG SS-H/Stuf Dr v LOSPICHL 

MUNICH 5S-Stuoaf Dr PAIIN (to 1938), then SS-O/Stubaf 

Dr SCHICK, then about 1940-45 SS-Stubaf VUCHNER. 



STUTTGART SS-O/Stubaf ELL I NO (1935-39), SS-K/Stuf BOCKHAHDT 

FRANKFURT a/M SS-Stubaf Prof Dr NELIS and SS— Stubaf UMPFBNBACH. 



DUESSELDOiiF 


SS-Stubaf GLITTSNBERG and SS-H/Stuf PANHUIS . 


STETTIN 


SS-O/Stubaf LOOSS (temporarily) 


KOENIGSBEEG 


SS O/Stuf AEIINGEE (temporarily) 


POSEN 


SS-Stubafu GEUEHN 


BRESLAU 


SS-H/Stuf RCESNER 


DRESDEN 


SS-E/Stuf KNOEE 


BERLIN 


SS-H/Stuf BICK 


PRAGUE 


SS-H/Stuf MAYER 


Cracow 


SS-H/Stuf FROMM 


BRUSSELS 


SS-H/Stuf SESCK 


PARIS 


SS-H/Stuf SOMMER • 


KAISERSLAUTERN 


SS-Stubaf DUFFNEK. 



c . Intelligence Sources Uithin the Churches 

The success of EARIL's intelligence system depended to a large degree 
on active cooperation of leading Church dignitaries and his testimony bears out 
the fact that this cooperation was not lacking. The various SD offices through- 
out Germany functioned as collecting points for intelligence originating with 
agents within the Church, many of whom held high rank in the Church hierarchy. 
Cooperation of the Catholic and the Protestant Churches was assured, states HAETL, 
since both churches had been active in assisting HITLER to power. Through the 
intervention of Eeichs Bischof MUELLER, then Wehrkreis Pfarrer, HITLER had his 
first meeting with the generals of the Reichswehr in MUELLER 5 s home. Only 
through KUELLeE, states KAE.TL, was it possible for HITLER to gain the confidence 
of these high-ranking generals. Cardinal FAULEABEE. was known for his ultra- 
nationalistic views, underscored by his having hidden weapons and ammunition from 
the Allied Control Commission after the last war and having offered them for 
secret military training. An important group of Catholics did refuse to cooperate 
with HITLER when he came to power, but this resistance was completely broken, 
when the Pope signed the concordat. HEYDRICK repeated a convei-sation he had with 
K I -L— -- to HAETL, in which EIIL.-R is 6aid to have stated tuat he could not have 
stayed in power, if the Pope had not broken the resistance among German Catholics 
by signing the concordat, thus bringing millions of church goers over to his 
side. 
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(l) Informants in Ge rma ny and Italy 

Some of these informants of the GIS supplied intelligence material out 
of sheer patriotism, others received along: with their expense money occasional 
gifts. Still others received a stipulated tax-free monthly fee ranging from 
100 to bOO Rm« And then there were those who had been caught in a compromising 
situation and furnished information to avoid scandal. Personal feelings, such as 
envy, animosity, etc were frequent motives. HARTL estimates that in every 
Catholic diocese and in every Protestant Landeekirche there were from 10 to 20 
priests, monks and other church personalities working; for the regional SD office. 

He himself came in contact only with key agents whose contacts often reached to 
the cardinals of the Papal curia or to rhe Pope himself. 

One of HARTL *s best intelligence sources was Ministerial Dirigent 
Josef POPE, who was Chief of the C- tholic Division in the Peichs Ministry for 
Church Affairs, Prior to assuming this position in 1935 ROTE hed been instructor 
for religion and Studien Pat at the Maria Theresia Eealschule in MUNICH. BOTH 
was a Catholic priest end he remained a priest until his death in 19^1? w hen he 
was buried with all church honors. The entire clergy including all German bishops 
knew BOTH as a convinced Nasi of many years standing who had always been HITLER 1 s 
personal advisor on all church questions long before he came to power. ROTH 
maintained close contact with all Germans of the Church traveling to ROME for a 
short visit or with the intention of serving the Church therd for a long period. 

His influence on these groups was tremendous, for he controlled the issuance of 
foreign exchange for such trips and also granted all professorships of theology 
in Germany. Thus he received from them a constant stream of information concerning 
inside happenings at the Vatican and the attitude of the cardinals toward various 
political problems or concerning future measures planned by the Church. ROTH 
exercised practically the same power aver theologians traveling to other countries 
such as to Spain or USA. RCTH passed on all this information to HARTL, whom he 
met almost daily. Sometimes he gave the information orally, at other times he 
supplied him. with written reports of the greatest detail. ROTE also received 
regularly the German Bishops, particularly Bishop WIENKEN and Bishop BERNING of 
OoxRiBAUECK, who was Prussian S teats. Eat. It was impossible for the Catholic Church 
not to bo aware' of the intimate c operation between ROTH and HARTL, They met 
almost every day in the Wilhelm Strasse in BERLIN and often had lunch togdMier 
in any one of the well-known BERLIN restaurants. HOTELS special assistant, the 
Catholic priest and Canonist, Dr Sebastian SCHK02CKER, was well aware of the 
collaboration between ROTH and HARTL , 

An example of the close collaboration between RCTH and HARTL occured 
just after the death of Pope Pius XI. Prom one of his personal agents in the 
Vatican, Min Dir r«DTH received the report that a majority of the conclave could 
be persuaded to support a candidate amenable to National Socialism, provided 
Germany made a secret payment of three million gold marks. 

B ROTE informed HARTL of the natter and HARTL immediately reported it 
to to HIMMLER who lost no time in discussing, it personally with HITLER. The 
.decision was to nave ROTH, as Lean oi the Catholic Division of the Church Ministry, 
and HA..-.TL,, as Church keferent of Amt IV ESHA, both submit separate opinions on 
the matter . AOi'H advised payment of the sum, while HARTL, as he claims, suggested 
that Germany refrain from interfering in the papal election. HITLER approved 
HARTL 1 s suggestion and the deal fell through. 

As HARTL remembers, it was a question of electing the Archbishop of 
or ^ arc ^ n? ' ; E of TURIN. The letter worked very closely with the Amt 
Vi RSHA end with other German offices and was even active in this capacity 
following the Allied occupation of Italy , 

EauTL received numerous reports from within the Papal Nuntiatur in 
BERLIN, which was under Archbishop Cesare ORSENIGO. In Roman circles' as well as in 
bhALIN, OkSENIGO was known to be absolutely pro-Fascist. From, numerous remarks 
made by him it was clear that he sharply rejected the aggressive attitude of 
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many among the lover clergy against National Socialism, The SD office in BERLIN 
succeeded in winning over one of the few employees in the Papal Nuntiatur as agent, 
in the last few years important and interesting statements of ORSENIGO reached 
ears through .Bishop bERHUN who was often together with the Papal Nuncio. 

The SD office in VIENNA also had excellent contacts with the Nuntiatur 
in FKES3BURG as well as with Dr TISQ. Both sources supplied frequent and highly 
interesting information on Vatican politics in eastern Europe, Uith Dr TISO it 
vras’ a case of open collaboration, whereas the information received from the Papal 
Nuntiatur in FEES8BUEG came through an agent within the staff,' just as in BEFXIN. 

Prelate Dr Peter WERHUB, Apostolic Adminstrator of the Unierte Kirche 
in all eastern occupied areas with the rights of bishop, was a. personal friend 
of HARTL and gave him an interesting insight into the Vatican* s work in Russia. 
’ERRUK was a former Ukrainian officer, and as a Ukrainian an avid- opponent of 
Polish Catholicism, who often told HARTL that in him three souls were harmoniously 
combined; he still felt himself an officer, he was a' bishop, and he was a friend of 
Germany, t/ERJIUN had his bishop* s seat in BERLIN where HARTL made his acauaintance 
in 1940, 

Prof HATER of the episcopal academy in FABER30RN (see Annexes V G-es 
Chambers and III Military Intelligence of Vatican) achieved great succes in 
gathering military intelligence while visiting ROME in 19^3 and > was aided in this 
task by personalities of the Vatican. HARTL cannot say whether MAYER later per- 
formed further tasks for RSEA. 

Prof HOLES TE I HER, who taught Catholic theology in VIENNA and was an 
intimate friend of SCKU3NIGG, collaborated with the Austrian SD offices following 
his marriage to a professional singer in 1533* He worked particularly with the 
SD office in LINS. 

The former Catholic theology professor in BRESLAU Prof Dr ROCK was 
very closely connected with all ecclesiastical scientists of the Church and gleaned 
from ; them many details on general Church policy which helped to round out the 
picture obtained from other intelligence sources. He submitted all information 
which he gathered while carrying: on research. to the SD, HARTL also maintained 
personal contact with KOCH. 

Prof Dr Sebastian H&RHIE, professor of theology in UUERZBURG, was 
considered to be among: the leading experts on Vatican diplomacy. Ee regularly 
submitted very important intelligence reports on Vatican policy to EARTI. His 
> special field of research was the history of Vatican diplomacy and this work 
brought him in contact with all leading Catholic scientists. For his research 
HITLER awarded him the Adlerschild des deutschen Reiches, the highest award given 
to scientists, 

* The former Catholic monk and SS-Brigf Kerl SCHAEFER remained in in- 
timate contact with the' monasteries of western Germany, Holland and Belgium, 
handing over the intelligence gathered from- these sources to the SD. SCHAEFER 
was at one time SS-Abschnittsfuehrer in FRANKFURT j 0 and later became HSSPf 
DNEPROPETROVSK - 

The former Catholic theologian and professor at the University of 
FRANKFURT, Prof Dr EEL IS also maintained an intensive intelligence network in 
leading Church circles of western Germany, Holland end Belgium and worked in close 
collaboration with RdS BrJJSSELS* Prior to the war he often attended church 
conventions in England and in western Europe for the SD. Ris special field was 
the observation of cultural influences of the Church in western Europe. 

Pater BEEAM, a Benedictine monk who had at one time played an important 
role in the economic administration of the Bavarian Benedictine monasteries, left 
the monastery and began to collaborate closely with SD beginning 1 about 1937# He 
worked particularly for the special Referat to determine the economic power of the 
Church which had been set up in Amt III RSEA. 
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The SD office in SALZBURG- peid 600 Rm a month and travel expenses for 
intelligence received from' a certain UNGER (fnu)'who was the per-onal friend and 
counsellor of Prince Bishop Dr UAITZ. UNGER was one of the few paid agents. 



The SD in PRAGUE also had excellent connections in Church circles 
through Czech theolo? lens. Prelate BOBS -was one of their "best sources of 
intelligence. 



In Italy 3dS VERONA maintained close contact with Cardinal SCHUSTER 
who was known to he pro-Pascist and extremely anti-Russian. While^in CIE 71 
HAR.TL was told hy the former mayor of INNSBRUCK and SS-Staf in 30LSAN0, ^r ^Z, 
that Cardinal SCHUSTER m de it possible for the BdS of JSSOSlt SS-Grupf LARSTEr., 
and the ESSPf in Italy, SS-O/Gruf ’'CLP, to escape to Switzerland. 



SD BOLZANO was able to submit excellent intelligence reports on church 
matters to RSHA for this office had Patriarch KUYN, the former Archbishop of 
Frague, who had been active in the Vatican and was also honorary Patriarch of 
ALEXANDRIA, as one of its intelligence sources. KUYN, who was living in retirement 

in BOLZANO, had excellent knowledge of leading personalities 'of the Vatican, 
particularly on their political attitude. 

SD ZAuRLB succeeded in gaining as agent one of the closest collaborators 
of Bishop SIEPANIK (?) of Yugoslavia at the Bishop’s ordinariat in ZAGREB, This 
agent frequently traveled to ROME for the Bishop and for the SD and returned with 
valuable intelligence material. This agent was of particular importance, according 
to HARTL, because the Prance Secret Service also bad its contacts with the Bishop’s 
ordinariat in ZAGREB and thus he was occasionally in a position to furnish important 
information of a general political nature. This agent was well paid by the SD. 

The entire courier mail of the Vatican to the Balti* region passed 
through a relay station in MUNICH under Dr von DENE. Von LENK handed all such 
mail over to the SD to be photostated. At times such mail contained very in- 
teresting reports by Baltic bishops on church conditions during Soviet occupation 
and at the same time contained Fapel directives and information for these bishops. 

\ 

The BdS in RIGA in the last few years of the war made use of the 
Protestant pastor GOEGGINGEP, who was serving in the ’’affen-SS, in order to obtain 
intelligence from the Catholic and the Orthodox bishops in the Baltic states. 

HARTL is not familiar with details concerning the success of his work. 



At the beginning of the war SS-Standf ISSELHORSI told HA~TL that the 
MUNICH Ueihbischof and brother of the present Mayor Or SCHARNAGEL, had become 
involved in a love affair which was particularly embarrassing to the Church. 
ISSELHORST ordered SCHARNAGEL to appear before him and told him tnt the affair 
was known to the Nazis. SCHARNAGEL broke down completely and begged him with tears 
in his eyes not to expose him, declaring at the same time that he was willing 
to perform any service whatsoever for the Gestapo. ISSELHORST accepted th ; 
proposition and thus the Gestapo gained the extremely valuable collaboration of a 
high ranking bishop of the Catholic hierarchy, who et that time was Domproost and 
later became Ueihbischof 'and thus an extremely intimate colleague of Cardinal 
EAULEABER. 



(2) Informants in France F nd Belgium 

During; an extended trip to PARIS SS-Stubaf L00S5 of Amt VI. RAtiA 
succeeded in establishing intelligence contact with Cardinal SUEARD and h s intimate 
colleagues. This contact was later further developed by SS-H/Stuf SOMHIET . For 
this intelligence work Fater Dr XEL1ER, the Prior of the Benedictine monastery of 
BEUROE , was used. Prior KELIER had been working, fcr years • with the express per- 
mission of his abbot for the SD Oberabschnitt STUTTGART. It was his cue tori'' to' 
disguise his intelligence activity, whenever he found it impossible to work ocenly 
for the SD, by posing as a collector of photostats of medieval manuscripts located 
in French monasteries and libraries, claiming ’that such a collection was for the 
use of his own monastery in 3EUH0N. His active collaboration with the SD dates 
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j from about 1937. He was sent frequently to HOME on missions for Amt VI ESKA. 
j HARIL claims that the Vatican was fully aware of his collaboration with the SD. 
j In IS'43 EEISSi'AUK showed HAUL a report from the Vatican on his SD activity. 

I KELLER had reported to the Vatican statin*' that Prior HELLaP. had praised the 
j largesse of the SD in allowing him to travel hy plane, car or 1st class rail and 
j to put up at the' "best hotels, but at the seme time had complained bitterly to the 
Vatican about the fact that he was given no respite by the SD and was being chased 
| from one mission to the other with hardly time to collect hiB thoughts* 

r 

! Following the occupation of -Belgium SS-H/Stuf S3CK gained the colla- 

! horation of church circles in BRUSSELS. HARIL disclaims any knowledge of details or 
! his success, but states that a high ranking prelate in BRUSSELS offered to make 
■ regular tripe to ROME to gather intelligence on the western Europe policy of the 
i Vatican for the SD. SECK was the Church Referent for BdS Belgium and northern 
j France. In the Flemish area a number of Dominicans worked for the SD, keeping the 
i SD particularly informed on the Flemish movements for autonomy. The leader of the 
Catholic Flemish autonomy movements, the well-known priest and author Cyriel 
VERS CEAE VE , -was also in very intimate contact with SD. 

* ( 3 ) Type of Information Delivered ■ ( , 

’ . 

j As stated above, KAPIL* s intelligence system had won over leading 

(church personalities as agents in almost all "bishops 1 ordinariats of the Reich. 

(These prelates in the ordinariats delivered regularly all encyclicals prior to 
Itheir publication, the secret protocols of the bishops' conferences, diocesan circu- 
lars to the clergy, -the "triennium reports of the bishops htb HOKE, the replies of * the P 
(to these triennium reports, Papal instructions to the bishops and regular reports 
pn the general political attitude of leading church personalities. In the central 
offices of the most important Catholic organizations similar agents had been won 
over by the SD. 

I ; , 

| (1+) Collaboration of Religious Orders 

i 

j Of the some thirty male Catholic orders in Germany, HARIL states he is 

most familiar with the Benedictine order and is in a position to demonstrate by 
usin^ this order as example, the close collaboration pr-.valent between these orders 
and the SD, The only Benedictine Bishop in Germany, Bishop Dr LA1UIERSD05FE5. of 
FASSAU, is a former teacher of HARIL who has kept up his friendship with EARTL 
despite his break with the Church and his SD affiliations, HARIL paid him a 
visit in PASSAU in 1940, but, claims he never exploited him very intensively for 
intelligence purposes. Ee further claims that he refused KEYDRI OK's demand, to 
exploit a. love affair of the Bishop for SD purposes. HARIL has also kept up 
primarily friendly relations with the Frior of the S CHE' ’EM monastery Prof Dr 

aa.es AOSCA . , Through liARTL's sister, who is a Catholic nun, EOECK expressed 

his willingness to send HARIL literature during his internment.) Cardinal 
SCHUSTER of HILAR, who has been mentioned above, belongs to the Benedictine 
order and is known to have maintained close contact with the BdS of VEROHA. 

i ‘ 

' j 

| '-he abbot of the famous monastery Faria Laech, Ildefons HAHWEGaH , 

had close connections with Party circles in western Gerany and with the SD 

DC c 0-w L pO - F • 

I r 

| Abbot SChHIiT of GRUSSSAU was in contact with the SD BRESLAU. 

I ■' . . 

I Abbot Albert Graf von HEIFFERG of the HEUBURG monastery maintained 

contact witn the SD fcTeiTGAr.I» fiA.-IL states that he later married to avoid 
extinction of the family name. 

Abbot S CEACHLE I TKSF. , famous as a friend of HITLER, was also a 
Benedictine and. one of HA,-.TL's personal SD agents. 

j Archabbot ' Dr KL01Z in KALIERI3 personally offered to collaborate with 

the SD office in BCLZA30. 
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5he abbot of METTEN, collaborated with the German military 
intelligence. 

Prior Dr KELLEE, mentioned above, was a. Benedictine and one of the 
best foreign agents of the Vatican Eeferat of Ant VI. 

SS-O/Stubaf ELLING, who directed the SD intelligence within the 
Vatican following the Allied occupation of BOMB, was once a Benedictine pater. 

Another former Benedictine pater SS O/Stuf ALTINGES was Church 
Beferent in XOE x- 1 GSBEEG and was considered to be one of the most active Church 
Eeferenten of the SD, 

The former Benedictine pater i'lACE&KS, a nephew of Bishop KACHENS of 
HILDESHEIK, also collaborated intensively with the SD. 

EABI1 claims to have been in friendly contact with the Belgian 
3enedictine Germain MOEIN ever since 1323 and to have received important in- 
formation from him bn various occasions. 

. Active members of the SD were the former Benedictine paters Dr 3EBAM, 
DEIHDL and Dr GETJENEWALD. 

The famous Benedictine Pater JOHANNES of the EIIAL monastery was 
very close to GOEBING and also had connection with the SD office in MUNICH. 

FJEETL states that similar lists could be set up for the some thirty 
other Catholic orders in Germany. He also points out that the above list of 
Benedictine collaborators is far from, complete for there were many more who worked 
as agents for the SD and were not known to HAETL. 

(5) Miscellaneous Informants 

Bor is the list of SD collaborators and agents among the German clergy 
exhausted with the names so far mentioned. HAETL mentions numerous others, such as 
Frof FINE of TUEBINGLN who during years of research in the Vatican archives passed 
on informat ion of the highest importance to a special agent of the SS, or Prelate 
SCEO&NHOEFFEB of the Propaganda Fide at the Vatican who cooperated with the German 
military intelligence. In Germany Dr MOHS, a well-known theologian and author of 
FitilBUEG, submitted intelligence material directly to ESHA concerning the diocese 
of Archbishop Dr GBCEBEE in FSEIBUEG, 



, UHOEBEE was recently accused in NUEEHBUEG by Freiherr von EBEBSTEIN 
of having supported the SS. In this connection HAETL recalls the following on the 

{JXOSifi. K case* 



After 1933 Archbishop GEOEBEE had his name entered on the list of 
supporting: members of the SS in order to lend expression to his particular sym- 
pathies for this organization, as he told the Standf with whom he spoke at the 
time of his visit to the SS. HAETL later gained the impression that GEQEBEB had 
acted ^out of fear his love affair might be brought to light. The above mentioned 
Dr MOfcxt furnished the SD with complete information on tnie love affair of the Arch- 
bishop. Some years later it turre d out that the mistress of the Archbishop was 
half Jewish and HIMMLEB politely requested him to resign his membership as IW der 
SS. The Archbishop was at the time very much hurt by EIKKIEB’s reouest and later 
on often made disparaging: remarks about National Socialism. 

A year a- 0 , HAETL asserts, the same Archbishop publicly denounced the 
occupational troops in a pastoral letter by stating that hundreds of thousands of 
German women and young girls, who had been raped by Allied occupational troops, 
were now weeping bitter tears. Anyone with only the slightest sense of realism 
knows, continues HAETL, that these hundreds of thousands for the most part 
welcomed the act and that in only relatively few cases was it actually a matter 
of rape. 
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Studien Hat Dr XOTKSR, a Catholic priest and the brother of the well- 
known Jesuit HOIHSE, was one of HAETIMs personal advisors on basic Questions of 
religion. He was an expert on the history of Vatican politics and was writing 
a voiminous work entitled f, Tha Enemy of God 11 , in which he was attempting to prove 
that the napal church with its dictatorial form of forced worship had harmed more 
than aided a free inner sense of religion* 

( 6 ) Protestant Informants 

Among the Troteste.nt clergy one of the earliest collaborators wa.s the 
Protestant minister, SS-Richter and SS-3rigf iOBDEOCZ, who in the early years 
following 1333 acted as HIMMLER 1 s advisor on church problems of the greatest im- 
portance# 



In later years the best source of intelligence on^the Protestant churc. 
was Reichsbischof Ludwig HUZLL3R, in whose home BITIER first made the acquaintance 
of high ranking generals of the Reichswehr, including von RE I CHE MU, PIARTL assert 
that he has seen the letter from HITLER to IIUELLER, in which he assures him that 



he owed the attainment of power essentially to this meeting arranged by HUELLER. 
■vhen EARTL received the order to organise an intelligence network, he sought out 
MJ.LLI.R, who at first distrusted HAETL fearing him to be a Vatican agent.' He very 
soon cooperated fully with RSKh and with MI.TL personally, sending him all mater:. ^ 
dealing with Froteste.nt ■ church policy. Occasionally he also submitted interestin’, 
intelligence material on Catholic policy which had come into the hands of "the 
Protestant Church through its constant resistance to the spread of Pom on *' 

Z- tkol ic io v * in i^errohjr. MxrL .A iy' "‘UfiLLEE worked 'very closely together until 
ISUl. ‘ 



Leading personalities in the Protestant division of the Reich Ministry 
for Church Affairs were the Protestant Probst 3 IBERSTIIN-SZT 'AHOUSKY and the lande 
Jugend; PfanBr of KTCEIEI^URG, LUD2IUS. Both worked as agents for the' .CD from the . 
time the ministry was established., BIBDEITEIK later transferred to Amt IV E3EA as 
Siho/Stuf and Oberreg Rat and became lids in ROSTOV. DULZIU3 be cam 0 Church Refs re n 
of Raichss to tthalter ‘G5LIS2R in PCTEH. 

Landesbischof WDIDEiAHK of 3FAH&H also worked closely with the SD , as 
did almost all of the German Christian Lends s bishops. Pie submitted important 
mat .-.rial to th : - SD, office in 333I-SK as well as directly to RSHA. 

The presidents of the Protestant Land s churches, for. example, SCHMIDT 
zur i^DD^ of i ,, -e chle nburg , MID1AR in Schleswig— Holst : in* TLOTS CHS in Saxony, most 
of whom were trained in legal work, were almost without exception active in in- 
telligence work for the local SD offices. SCHMIDT zur KEDEEK also ‘worked directly 
with RSHA and vt ry often was giv.-.n special missions. Just as in the Catholic 
ordinariats, the SD- succeeded in winning over ©.gents within almost all Protestant* 
hi*h consistories. The director of the Protestant. Church Foreign Office, Bishop 
EECKDL, was in contact with the German Foreign Office, but not to any great extent 
with the PvSh^i. me intelligence lead to this bishop was, as far as HAP.TL knows, 
essentially through 'Landes Jugend P f arrer DUDZIUS . In German occupied areas, par- 
ticularly in Korvay, a number of bishops . and ministers worked closely with the 
Bdb in their region- H-aI/TL claims that such intelligence was of local character 
and was handled by the local BdS.- 

J::-.ii.iiTL states that since the start of the vma no important foreign ■ 
intelligence reached the ASHA through. Protestant source as was. the case with 
sources within the Catholic Church. The intelligence within the Protestant Church 
dealt almost exclusively with internal politics. 

(7 ) Informants of the. Orthodox Church 

The Orthodox Cnurch maintained relations of the most intimate collabo- 
ration with all German authorities. The Orthodox Archb hop for Germany Metro- 
politan in BESI.II? worked in the most friendly manner with the RSHA ©nd 

regularly made personal visits to the ESKA offices to report, tespite 3b!s 
age. 'Hth the German occupation of eastern territory the ww&&m® Orthodox bishop: 
who had been living underground during the Soviet regime emerged to seek contact 
w-.th German officials. Such contact was' estahlished particularly with Aret IT of 
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--SHA. This office, in collaboration . with the Church Ministry, then called a conci- 
lium of about 30 such Orthodox bishops in VIE1E&. KA.R2L asserts "thet the concilium 
failed to achieve any success because of the unfortunate choice of Catholic VliPOfe. 
,og a meeting olace for Orthodox bishons. 

The most important intelligence center of the Orthodox Church was 
located in the Vladimirowka Monastery on the Dukla pass of eastern Slovakia# The 
two Orthodox Archimandrites .SARAPFTK, a former Czarist artillery officer, and 
RAPKAHAEL , who comes from, high Russian nobility, had contacts with the Soviet 
Union, with the entire Balkan region, particularly with Exarch ST&PHAN of 'Bulgaria, 
and with the intelligence center of the Old Catholic Bishop CURY in BIRNe, Swit- 
zerland. Contact with the Orthodox Archbishop in HEW YORK was- also maintained 
but faded considerably with America's entry into the war# 

EARTL asserts that Exarch SELF EAR of Bulgaria hesitated for some time 
deciding whether to attach himself politically* to the USA or to the USSR# "He fi- 
nally decided .to go over to the USSR and this decision was influenced to a great 
extent by the failure 1 of Cardinal Si.RLLiAU's Vatican mission in the Balkans, when 
SPILIFLAN attempted to effect a union of the Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church in that area. 

In order to lend support to the cooperation betv/een RSHA and all 
Orthodox circles in the Balkans and in Russia, use was rae.d.e of the Institute for: 
Eastern European Religious History at the University of PRAGUE, which was under 
the direction of the former Catholic Theology Professor Dr Edouard VIHIES. Com- 
mencing in I 9 U 0 Professor VIHTER ordero.d the collection of all literature of the 
Orthodox Church and had it translated from the various Slavic languages. Excerpts 
from these translations were then forw* sded^as intelligence material to the RSHA. 

Frofessor VINTER maintained contact on a scientific basis with the 
ecclesiastical intelligence center in BERNE, Switzerland, which had formed around 
the international ecclesiastical monthly publication of the Old Catholic Bishop 
CUEY • This center was the meeting point of the Vatican Intelligence, the Intelli- 
gence of the Orthodox Church and the Intelligence of the Anglican Church. . The 
publication itself contained, highly interesting news on international church po- 
litics but more essential was the intelligence material possessed by circles 
around the publication, which was gathered by agents and forwarded to their res- 
pective offices . 

HARTL claims th*t the intelligence contact in Switzerland to RSHA. 
utilised normal courier channels of Consul LAUPELDT (KEYDRICE’s former adjutant). 
IAUTELI5T had once been an SS-O/Ctubaf in Amt VI RSHA. He had been active in 
England prior to the war for some time . and according to HaRTL was gathering ma- 
terial on free masonry and the churches there for RSHa* 

(S) Renegade Theologians and Monks in the Service of the RSHA and NS DAP 

So far this report has listed leading’ theologians within the Catholic, 
Protestant, and Orthodox . churches, who according to HARTL cooperated actively with 
the -German intelligence services. In this group there were also a relatively’ 
large number of renegade priests and monks in the service of the RSHA end NS LAP , 
some of whom -have already been mentioned above# 



Among the renegades professors of theology were such men as VINTER# 
HCLNST -INER, KOCH, , VI -TIG, FP^TZL; among the instructors of religion such men. as . 
I.TJ3ARDSSI , FATIH, KQTFA R, KOPPEHEAGEH, NBLIS, SCHICK, HARTL, STIP3E5&IR; and a- 
mong the monks such renegades as ALTIHGSR, EEIHDL# ELLIUO, 3EHAM, LIHTL, SCHAEFER, 



VINxASVOGL, • HAivOxcEBS , FOLLKAHH; and among Protestant theologians such men as 
3I1BARS3&IB,. TOHBROCK, and 2TAUHAUS. * ■ 
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In 1940 HaRTL was ordered by BORMANS to make a list of all former 
Catholic and Protestant priests and monks who had abandoned the Church. HARTL 
was able to furnish him the names of about 2000 such renegades. ' HARTL claims that 
these renegades were not received warmly bt the Farty, but vrere constantly distrus*- 
ted. The Party asserts IiAH.1L , feo.red a large-scale action of the Church to in- 
fluence Rational Socialism. In 1935 he claims to" have found in his own personal 
file the warning; ’’Attention-Spy of Cardinal FAULHABlR" . . At the outbreak of 'war 
•SS-Brigf SIRECEER3ACPI, Amts Chef I RSHA, initiated action to purge the RSEa of 
former theologians. Owing to more urgent duties at the time, this action never 
developed beyond establishing: that at that time there w : re about JO former 
theologians active in the main office of SD and Stapo within the various referats. 

( 9 ) Intelligence Sources of the RSHA at the Vatican . 

HALIL considered every German theologian, priest, or monk, who trave- 
led to R.OME a potential V-Kann for his intelligence network and there can be no 
doubt that e. great numer of these travelers furnished his organisation or other 
branches of the GIS with valuable information. The Vatican, however, was far too 
imoortant to be left to the discretion of chance theologian on vacation in ROME. 
%ien SS-O/Stubaf XAFPLLR was dispatched to HOME in 1937 by HSYDRICE to establish 
an office of police liaison in the German Embassy, he was at the same time orde-red 
to develop a general political intelligence service in ROMS and a special Vatican 
intelligence service. HAPPIER was a Gestapo official and at the time of his 
tranfer to ROME was Kriminal Rat in Amt IV of RSHA. Ostensibly his job was to 
cooperate with the Italian police and the Italian Government op (Questions of inter- 
national criminal and political cases and his office was known as a Polizei Ver- 
bindungs Stelle, Later he received the offical title of Police Attache with the 
German Embassy at the Opirinal. 

In 1941 SS-Stuaf L00SS was sent to ROUE to aid KAPPLEP; in developing 
the Vatican intelligence service. In 1942 SS-Stubaf HASS proceeded to ROME to act 
as assistant to LCOSS. 

In a very short time KAFFLER succeded in establishing an -extensive ’ 
intelligence network, not only among leading German prelates at the Vatican, but 
also among important Italian circles. He developed a voluminous reportage system 
and thanks to his excellent agents he was able to report on secret events at the 
Vatican, and on secret discussions, for example, discussions held by the Commissio 
pro r.ussia, by the Instituto Oriental, by the Propaganda Fide, etc. 

Hj~n.IL claims he knew very few of "APPIER ’ s agents by name, Ee mentions 
Sr BIRHREA as one of ' his agents as well as EHGELFRIZD, which might not be his right 
name according: to - I-AE7L, the private secretary of Friedrich MUCKER’ iAFR, famous 
Jesuit and anti-Razi,- HARTL states that ERA LFEIED handed over KUGLREHASH 1 s entire 
correspondence as well as his notes and documents of any importance to KAPFIER. ■ 
Just nrior to the Allied occupation of aO-l, ERGELiRI- S returned to Germany where 
he reported to Bishop VISRKEH who gave him temporary employment in the most im- 
portant Catholic publishing house. at that time, the Alsatia Verlag in COLMAR. 

Amt VI of RSHA had intended to use ElfGELFRIID for intelligence work in church 
affairs in Switzerland, particularly in BERNE, GIREVA, FRIBOURG, arid LUGANO. HARTL 
is unable to state whether this plan was ever put 'into effect. EHGELFEIED was one 
of the few paid German agents in Church Intelligence. 

. r.Lj'-.LEx also maintained a special agent in ROME , whose duty it was to 
cooperate with the Italian Fascist Party. EAl.IL does not know his name, but states 
that he was an SS-Fuehrer and wore the golden Farty button. This agent also made 
contact with Vatican circles. Professor FINK of the Panel Secret Archives told 
I Ar.TL that he had worked together with this agent and ham gained the impression 
that HIMMLER possessed a generous personality. 
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SS-St^ndf -'EKiER of 5-SKA find ©Iso Ministerial Eat and Director of the 
Church Division of the Eeichskanzlei under BOEKANN was to the.t time Gesandter 1 
Elasse and Deputy to th- German Ambassador von BERGEN at the Vatican. BCRiAi® 
ordered 'E*i ILS to huild up an intelligence network at the Vatican, but to proceed 
very carefully. In this task ’’SiiKSE came in contact with KAPFLlE. Owing to his 
•cos it ion, however, uliJClK could not expose him.se-lf too much and thus was tunable to 
"supplement the work of SAFFLEE to any great degree. 

DLL I DC-, a. former Benedictine monk, .pater, and order priest of the 
Benedictine missionaries, proceeded to ROME in January of 1944, or even as early as 
December 1943, with thA mission of reorganizing; the German intelligence service 
at the Vatican in such a way that in case S0 ? - wc c - occupied by the Allies contact 
with the B-iELIH office of the R3FIA would not be interrupted and the intelligence 
work would continue. Frior to his transfer to 50 Mi , DLL IDG he.d been Church Defe- 
rent in Arr.t III RSFA and referent for training: , in Ar.t I ASHA. LI LING himself 
received special training' for his Vrtican mission from Amt VI, accuiring certain 
necessary technical skills, euch as the use of secret inks. Fie was then dispatcher 
to DOM. a.s scientific assistant at the German Embassy at the Vatican and was re- 
cognised by the Vatican as belonging- to the Embassy staff. Tne Va.tican as well 
as every German be shoo must have known that 1 LI I KG had abondoned the Church, that 
he was one of the best intelligence agents of the SD and that he was married to the 
daughter of Prof HAUL?., the leader of the Deutsche Glaubensbevsgung. This, disguise 
of his intelligence work, says IIAI.TL, was thus less a. disguise intended, for the 
Vatican than a disguise intended for the English and American military authorities 
in ROME. 

On numerous occasions SEISSKAND (Kirchen Referent Amt VI) told HABTL 
that DLL IDG had succeeded in getting out extremely interesting reoorts to FSHA fol- 
lowing the occupation. (EA5.TL is not sure whether or not DLL IDG received training 
in th? use of radio equipment from Amt VI), As examples of such reports FIARTL 
mentions detailed descriptions o'f the political attitude of various cardinals, 
reports on conversations held between cardinals and high ranking American officers, 
and reports on the varied treatment of English and American generals on the mart 
of the Vatican. 

SEIS2MAES, who was SS-E/Stuf and head of the Vatican Referat of Amt •• 

VI after EAEEL was removed from. .'".SEA, told DAFT L in 1943 that the Vatican fief e rent 
had founded a Orthodox monastery in ROME as an intelligence center primarily 
interested in the' eastern politics of the Vatican. The necessary* funds were supp- 
lied hy RSKA end were made to appear as the donation of a wealthy and pious Dutch- 
man who desired to purchase 'the monastery grounds for the monks. The head of this 
monastery (name unknown to isARIl), who had been working for REI5SMANN for some ■- 
time, promised to convert this monastery into a modern intelligence center with 
all the necessary W/T 'eouipmsnt and technical apparatus for copying documents. 

In 1544 EAI.TL' again asked EEISSL-IaNS about the monastery in ROME and was told that 
it was coming along fine. 

This expansion bf the German church intelligence following FASTI* s 
break with' the RSF'A was also confirmed in a statement of DOLLEIvHAGEl'I , KARTL's 
former secretary, wno remained by the office, in which he assured FMETL that a. 
number of very prominent church personalities had been wen over as V-Leute and 
that th-ry produced results far surpassing anything; achieved when FIARTL was in 
charge of the Amt VI Vatican Seferat. 

5 . C050LUS 1055 . ‘ 

The conclusions to be drawn from EARTL’s testimony as given in the above 
interrogation results and in the attached annexes must be carefully qualified by 
a. searching appraisal of his character and his motives. 
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With few e^eptipns the material presented in thi6 report is based on the 
subjective opinions of the prisoner, and although all efforts have been made by t 
the interrogator to verify his statements through third parties, by far the grea- 
ter part of the mat-rial can only be presented as iiA3.IL' 8 personal testimony. 
Factual statements on the on the organisation of church intelligence vithin the 
GIS may be considered reliable with two important exceptions, H-i*tlL is prone 
to exaggerate, in certain cases, the relative importance of some members of the 
Catholic hierarchy as confidential informants of the SD network and to minimise 
his responsibility in the executive measure*, taken against the Church. It must 
be further taken into account that EARTL's C .hurch Eeferat was not th: only Refe- 
rat within the GIS dealing with church problems. Similar offices were to be 
found in A™t HI, Art IV and Amt VI, Furthermore, and this should be clear in 
the report, EAHTL's period of greatest influence was from 1937 to 1941. A com- 
plete picture of church intelligence within the GIS would therefore have to take 
these factors into account. It would necessitate the study of all other Church 
Eeferats of the GIS, particularly after l@4l. 



EARTL's evasivness in the interrogation, his allegedly poor' memory for dates 
(although surprisingly good for names, particularly those he wishes to smear) 
and his constant attempt to present even purely factual material in a light 
favorable to himself, have encumbered the interrogation, at every point. 



On the one hand, he attempts to exaggerate his o’-'n importance in the hope 
that US Intelligence will enlist his services oh the basis of his extensive 
knowledge of Catholic affairs, and on the other hand, he tries to play down his 
importance within the GIS for fear that US Intelligence will see in him th- ins- 
tigator of all violent measures of the Hazis against the Church. A true apprai- 
sal of the man and his testimony will recognise that his knowledge of Cathoiic 
'' is certainly not without the bie.s of a. renega.de and that his position 

within the GIS was important enough for a number of years to influence Nazi 
church policy , if not to dictate it. Granted he never had full executive autho- 
rity in the church sector, lid nevertheless in a. position to make authorita- 
tive suggestions on church policy. Dr Franz Alfred SIX, wi) ao was EARTL's Amte'Chef 
from 1937 to 1940, states that EA3.TL was continually seeking ways and means to 
hinder the activities of the Catholic Church and was oa.rticule.rly bent on prohi- 
biting publication of numerous Catholic publications.’ SIX professes utter dis- 
dain for i-AXiL, whom he considers a renegade/ from the Catholic Church and an 
intriguer vithin the Nazi warty, his statement, however, that EAF.TL from 1939 
on wielded tremendous influence on church policy through the fusion of SD and 
Gestapo Church Eeferats and was thus instigating and executing all measures ' 
against the Church and clergy in Germany is definitely exaggerated. HARTL may 
have hoped dor such power but MJLLL-E, saw to it that he not only failed to 
obtain it, out lost what po ,r er he had. previously had. 



HALIL 1 s real importance lay in his knowledge of the Catholic Vorld end in 
his ability to obtain information of use to the Nazis. He is th? prototype of 
the „D, t.uo intriguing' informant who delights in uncovering comprising scandals. 
He is entirely without conscience; perhaps a better term is amoral , Whenever 
a ouestion-of conscience arises in his testimony, , he seeks rofuge beh'nd the 
Church. He states, for example, that he might have had oualms about stooping to 
intelligence work against the Church, had he not previously studied the under- 
hand id methods of the Jesuits, In the question of euthanesia for the insane, 
he never for a moment considered the moral problem involved, since if the Church 
condoned such a practice h? could not possibly pass judgment on the matter. 

Uhen he found out that a large number of Polish priest3 and monks were arrested 
by the Gestapo and sent to ' consenteation camps, he gave the matter no thought^ 
because he knew that tne German Catholic- clergy was anti-rolish. 
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EARTL failed in the Catholic priesthood and by Nazi standards also failed 
in the Farty. It is difficult to say what his present ideology is, although he 
of course professes to have seen the light of democracy. Ke is not only without 
conscience', he is at present without conviction. Ke chose to he captured hy the 
Americans, hut if he had fallen into the Russian hands, h<? would certainly he 
expounding Communism. 

Yet in evaluating; this report the reader should hear in mind that HARTL, in 
attempting to ingratiate himself with the American authorities, has contributed 
valuable information of both historical and opertional importance which, when 
discounted against the background of his personality, should prove enlightening 
and useful. 

In order to prepare for himself a safe niche in US Intelligence he has outlined 
in detail a Vatican Division. Eis plan calls for 10 or 12 specialists placed 
throughout the world. They should be men with a sound theological background 
and education, capable of operating individually, without the benefit of agents. 
EARTL prescribes for them a two or three year course in philosophy, general 
abstract sciences, history, art, literature, theology and psychology. Ke says 
that they should be eminent as authors or lectures on ecclesiastical matters in 
order to gain an entree to high Catholic circles. Through their efforts Catholic 
activities throughout the world will be observed and reported to the Division 
in EASE INGTON • The men should be. mutually unknown as agents. However they will 
all oe known to the nQ which will send out once a year a representative to stay 
with each, man a week end discuss operations, policy etc. HARTL says he is auite 
willing to act as consultant in the establishment of such a division and later 
fill one of the positions. 



6. COHrl&ETS and rzccmr neat ions 

It is recommended that Albert HARTL be further interrogated on his suspected 
complicity in war crimes and atrocities, particularly in Roland and in Russia. 
Should such interrogation prove negative it is further recommended that he be 
held in CI.i pending clarification of possible further interest by other agencies. 

I 

HARTL was evacuated to FUE 29 DACHAU on 25 Sep hg. 



AN/JF/rh 

For the Commanding Officer: 



'■ : UM'- V-v£ ,/JM. t 
JOHN HZ INI G. 

Capt AUS 
Chief, Cl Section 
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P reamble 

As the Soman- Catholic Church considers itself chaged with the responsibility 
for the spiritual welfare of all mankind, it feels itself obligated to foster 
conditions under which the universality of the Church most nearly can be realized. 
For this reason the Church interests itself in spheres of activity not germane 
to its dogmatic functions, a condition which will obtain so long as universality 
remains unattained or until the occurrence of its antipode, the exoiration of 
the Chiirch. 

The importance attached by the Church to participation in lay affairs is 
veil-expressed by the Jesuit Friedrich hTJCXFH'IAMf (who came to the US during 
the war on a Vatican mission) in his book ,! Keiliger Fruehling 11 (’’Sacred Spring 0 ); 
u If the Church fails to insist upon its claim to totality in all phases of 
political, cultural and economic life, but instead withdraws x^ithin the Church 
and the sacristy, it will soon cease to be a fighting Church and will be. nothing 
more than a deserter- 11 

Organization of the Vatican Intelligence 

Stictly speaking there is no Vatican Intelligence Service. The Vatican 
informs itself of the phases of life, by means of diocesan, monastic and parochial 
reports. Those members of the cl: rgy submitting these 'reports may be termed 
intelligence agents, inasmuch as the reports are evaluated, and the information 
exploited, but their primary designation is incontestably ecclesiastical. Since, 
however, there is a: great amount of information flowing into the Vatican which 
receives intelligence treatment, and the Vatican assigns intelligence missions 
not only to members of the clergy but also to certain lay persons, there is a 
do facto Intelligence Service. 

The supreme head of the Vatican Intelligence is the Cardinal Secretary of 
-tate (presently probably TARTiISI ) . His' deputy is technically the director of 
intcll ige nee ♦ These two men, together with the Pope, are tip'- only persons in 
the Vatican possessing knowledge of all intelligence material, and thus having 
a clear picture of the global situation. In practice %ho Jesuit Genral might 
be included in this group. The Cardinal Secretary, of State is hlso the Chief 
of the Vatican Diplomatic Service and in this dual capacity has the unique 
privilege of a daily audience ^ith the 'Tope* Ee reports to the latter every 
morning; between 09 00 and 1000 and the necessary decisions are made. 

The Vatican Intelligence has no such thing' as an American, Russian, British 
or Chinese etc Department; instead each Vatican office*^’ its own national 
departments, 'Some of these ofiices are the State Secret; iat, the Coiigregatio 
pro Rebus 'Sxtraordinariis ^cclesiasticis, the ' Ritual Cong, egetipa,. end the Sacrum 
Officium, ‘ These offices extract only the most important .information and hand 
it ' to the deputy Secretary of State for inclusion in the nail:/ situation report. 
They further submit special r .'ports on request. 

The Papal Funcios, Internuncios, legates and Delegates as well as all 
diplomatic representatives collect intelligence information individually and 
transmit it' by official courier to the Papal Secretary of State-"" All bishops 
throughout the world submit written reports every three years and report orally 
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every five years to a special Vatican office created for this purpose. The 
written triennium reports are based on a questionnaire of more than 100 questions 
dealing with, besides religious matters, political, economic, cultural ana 
racial problems ir. their respective areas. In addition special reports are 
sent in" if something of paramount interest occurs before the date the triennxum 
is due. After the receipt of each report, the Vatican office to vhich they are 
sent replies to each bishop with the appropriate corrections, suggestions, 
praise or criticism. 



In those areas of the world in which the Catholic Church is. not firmly 
established, such as Scandinavia, Asia and Africa, the Apostolic Vicars, Prefects, 
etc submit their reports to the Propaganda Tide, an extremely efficient office, 
which maintains its own university for training specialists* 



Reports from the United Orthodox Churches (those vhich use the Greek ritual 
but recognize the Roue) in the relkans, South Russia, the Near East and North 
Africa are submitted to the Congregatio- Orientale. 



Every one of the hundreds of male and female Catholic orders throughout the 
world has its General Superior and staff in ROME » They must all report regularly 
on conditions within their own area- Considering that in 193^ Germany had about 
8000 Monastic institutions for nuns and monks numbering more than 100,000, 
it is apparent that the reports coming from like institutions all over the vorld 
sunply a urodigious amount of information. The General Superior represents the 
monasteries of his order at the Congregatio uro Religiosis, vhich office decides 
unon the locations and denominations of new monasteries, taking into account 
the local political, racial and spiritual conditions* 



Among the various religious orders the Jesuits occupy a special position 
because they do not submit routine reports but are used as special observers* 

It is the order vitn the greatest efficiency and militancy. The -oersonnel is 
chosen with great care and trained with even greeter care, each person having 
in addition to a good general education a specific field of endeavor in vhich 
advanced studies are. pursued, A greet emphasis is placed on sociological and 
intellectual trends in order to develop of sense of future developments. During 
the past 20 years KARTL has attended a vast number of internal iona.1 meetings 
and claims that at each one there was a Jesuit observer, even at those meetings 
not concerned with Catholic matters. As examples he mentions the Jesuit PRI3ILLA 
at the Protestant Ecumenical Congress, N0PP2L at the International Pacifistic 
Youth Congress, and PRZY T \A?A. at the Philosophers 1 Meetings. In cases where it 
would be inexpedient to use a Jesuit, an observer is sent from one of the other 
orders, particularly the Dominicans, .Benedictines, Salvatoriahs, or Steyler and 
Pecpus missionaries. 



Among the lay personnel used for the collection of intelligence are the 
honorary chaplains throughout the world* These men are mostly noblemen-^ professors ^ 
politicians or industrialists who have made themselves useful to the Church* 
Frequently they are requested to submit special ronorts to the Vatican* Also 
many scientists attending the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Papal Academy 
(established by Pius XI ) have permitted their services to be enlisted by the' 
Vatican Intelligence Service. 



From time to time special intelligence offices are created temporarily 
to deal with a particular situation. KARTL believes that one called the White 
Office exchanged intelligence material with US Intelligence, and another called 
the Red Office dealt vith Russia. 

Uith the aid of certain reference material, such as the "Annuario Pontificio” , 
the source of this report might work out a more detailed description of the 
Vatican Intelligence organization. The essential characteristic of Vatican 
.-.ntelligence is the fact that every unauthorized person (including even the 
cardinals) is permitted to have only a partial knowledge of the available in- 
i' elligence material and that for this reason, other Intelligence Services find 
the problems of penetration extremely difficult, unless they have a -very great 
number of specialists at their disposal. 
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Positive Achievements of the Vatican Intelligen ce. Serv ice 

haR TT, does- not feel competent to discuss the successes of Vatican Intelli- 
gence and asserts that he is familiar vith only a very few positive achievements 
of that organization. The greatest expert on this question fpr the period prior 
to and during the ”orld ’>r I is, according to HAPTL, the Russian Prof .ADAaO . 

Por the period from ”orld Var I to the present day, KA3IL lists the following 
successes of the Vatican Intelligence. v 

1 # Re suraption of relations vi th the Soviets through the activity of 
^ilheim von BRAUN . 

2. Establishing contect vri th CHIAIvG .KAI SHEK through JACQUINOT* 

\ 3, Close contact with the Oxford Movement, with which almost all leading 

\ Democratic poll ti cions are connected in some way or other, and which 

\ EAST! terms as auxiliary of the British Secret Service. He also sus- 

pects that the Vatican Intelligence intends to use the Oxford Movement 
as the best approach to the UN. 

U. The favorable basis for cooperation with America resulting from the 

close personal relationship between Pome PIUS XII and th© late President 
R00S3V2LT. 

5* The contect with FRANCO and his entourage. 

6. The resumption of relations with the Tibetan Dalai Lama for the first 
time in centuries; 

7. The successful experiment of sending Jesuits to join the Ibis sian 
Orthodox Church and to let them function there as Orthodox priests (Popen) . 

8. The close relationship vith MUSSOLINI g de 30N0, GRAZIANI, > etc. 

9* The contact vith German Military Intelligence of Admiral GANAHIS through 
the Munich lawyer and well-known Bavarian Catholic politician Dr Josef 

MUiDLLSP. ♦ . ' 

10. The close relationship wi,th high-ranking American officers since the 
occupation of HOM'D. (Reports from ROME at the time stressed the fact 
that the British officers were much more reserved and by far not so 
"naive" .) 

11. Close contact with Japanese industrialists, with the Bank of Japan 
and '^uth the Japanese Admiralty. 

12* Close relationship with non— Catholic political leaders, such as CHURCHILL , 
the King of Norway and his former exiled cabinet, particularly with the 
Norwegian .foreign minister at that time, with BENES , who is e’t the same 
time another form of approach to MOSCO’M 

13* Consolidation of Vatican povrer in South America, Australia, and particular- 
ly in the Philippines . 

Failures of the Vatican Intelligence Service 



A superficial perusal of Vatican oolicv over the past 20 years seems to 
indicate an excessively large number of failures, which naturally must also be 
considered as failures of the Vatican Intelligence. The following list indicates 
some more important failures of this organization* 

1. Inability to combat Russian counterintelligence against the Vatican 
Intelligence vith the help of I Bias and the Orthodox Churches. 

2 . The failure of the Vatican’s plans for the Balkan union follovdng the 
unsuccessful SpSLLsM mission. 

. The failure of every attempt to weaken Freemasonry. 
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U. The failure of all efforts to hinder the growing strength of the 
Protestant Church. 

5 . The failure of the Vatican's large-scale expansion plans in Arabia. 

These olans finally collapsed in 19U* 

6 ; The failure of the greet hopes the Vatican had placed in Sweden. 

Flans of the Vatican Intelligence 

KARTL claims that it would take him about six months to establish the main 
olans of the Vatican Intelligence Service on the basis of the general situation 
prevailing after Germany* 6 capitulation* At present* he is only in a position 
to state some of the plans of the oast years* 

1 * To increase the intelligence network of the Vatican represented by the 
Catholic Universities in the world* such as TILBURG and NIJMEGEN in Holland* 
CALCUTTA, BOMBAY and TRICEINOPQLY in India, TOKYO in Japan etc* It was planned 
to staff these universities with as many foreign Catholic professors as possible 
by sending German Jesuits to Japan, the United States, Brazil, etc. In Germany 
and Austria two Catholic Universities were planned, one in FRANKFURT /Main and 
one in SALZBURG (in addition to numerous Catholic Universities for Theology 
end Philosophy) . 

2. A large-scale attack against Freemasonry. 

3* To create strong counterbalances to the main victors of > T orld Var II 
by strengthening as much as possible the small Catholic countries* 

Personalities of the Vatican Intelligence Service 

HARTL* s knowledge of personalities connected with the Vatican Intelligence 
is meager, primarily because knowledge of agents of the Vatican Intelligence was 
the problem of the Abwehr, and secondly because HARTL claims to have worked only 
in the collection of intelligence on the Church. 

He names the following persons connected with Vatican Intelligence: 

,T ilhelm von BRAUN worked as an agent both for the Vatican and for the USSR. 

Dr von DESK of MUNICH ran a. courier station of the Vatican Intelligence and 
MUNICH and was at the same time an agent of the BERLIN Gestapo. 

Dr MUELLER of MUNICH, a. lawyer and fanatical Bavarian Nationalist (now 
leader of the CSU in Bavaria), who was at the same time a bitter enemy of HITLER 
and the United States, was considered the best agent of the Vatican Intelligence 
in Germany* The only reason why he did not share the fate of CAFARIS hfter the 
failure of the July 20 attempt on HITLER* s life in 1944,. was the fact that Nazi 

Germany wished to avoid Vatican countermeasures against German agents at ■ the 
Vatican. ~ 

Prelate Rudolf von GESLACH, (who in his youth was said to have been the 
Lustkna.be of Pope Benedict XV 1914-1922) played an important part in Vatican 
politics during the first Uorld w ar. His name appears in every history book 
of that period. He married a wealthy woman (HARIL believes she was Hollander) 
and following his marriage, was extremely active in the service of the Vatican 
Intelligence. It is often the case, HARTL asserts, that very many former 
ecclesiastics are often more active for the Vatican than those still in office. 

Von GESLACH lived for a time in Bavaria, where he had a chalet on Lake Tegern 

in the immediate vicinity of HIMMLER 1 s villa. He was always willing to give in- 
formation to officials of the SD in MUNICH, but his material was at all times 
very subjective and had to be evaluated in connection with other Vatican informal 
tion. HARTL had the impression from the beginning that von GERLACK was ; working not 
only for the Vatican Intelligence, but also for the British Socret Service. At 
times he lived in his villa in DOOHN, Holland, which was close to the castle of 
Uilhelm II. He traveled frequently. In the early thirties KARTL attempted to visit 
him in D00EN , but was told that he was in LONDON at, the time,. At the outbreak of 

^ar he again went to LONDON, and HaRTL lost track of him after that. In Church 

circles it was said that despite his wealthy marriage he received very high sums 
of money for his intelligence work from the Vatican, 

- 30 - 






1 



I 




CI-HR/123 



Prelate Paul karia •BAUMGARTEF spent many years in ROHE at the Vatican and 
during T \-orld :? ar I worked intensively for the Vatican Intelligence Service* 

Armed with a special pass of the German High Command in orld “Jar I, he .toured, 
the various war theaters. te placed. his entire -'orld .;ar experience, his ex-* 
Perience at the Vatican, as well as his secret knowleo.ge of the Jesuit Order, 
at the disposal of the S D* From his immensely valuable writings, which contained 
f 8 w current facts, but a wealth of basic knowledge on the Vatican Intelligence, 
lie received quite a few thousand marks from HIMriLSF. • At that time he lived 
within the area of the SP Qborabschnitt South (kUIvICI-I) . 

One of the best agents of the Vatican Intelligence Service is now in the 
hands of the Soviet Intelligence Service, Prelate Dr Peter UERHUiS* he was born 
in Galicia and after the last war, was a General Staff of fiber in the Tsarist 
Army, he then studied theology in PRAGUE * During the thirties he lived for 
the. most part in BERLIN as Papal Administrator of the United Orthodox Church 
in Russia, In this capacity he had the powers of a bishop* HARTL was a close 
friend of his and met him daily in SERLIA . VjSBEJJE was a fair expert on the USSR, 
and was considered one of the best experts on questions of eastern Europe* 

VERHUN belonged to the group of Vatican diplomats who are convinced that Russia 
will succeed in converting America into a Soviet state a few years after Uorld 
V r ar II* Shortly before the German collapse, 1/ERHUU debated whether to give 
himself up to the Russians. HARTL claims that he tried to convince him to go 
over to the Americans*. Finally ‘‘ERHUIT gave in to the point where he asked 
HARTL to find him • quarters in the Bavarian Benedictine monastery at EISUERALTAICH* 
T /hilc interned, and at the roquest of the CIC, HARTL tried to trace him through 
his (HARTL* s) sister, who is a Jesuit nun in the Catholic Order of English 
Sisters* By writing to UIEDSRALTAICE, she found out that bTSRHUN is now in Russia. 

From a practical standpoint, every Jesuit can be considered to be working 
for the Vatican Intelligence Service, particularly the exoerts and specialists 
among them. The order makes a practice of shifting its people around frequently 
and HARTL claims that fpr this reason he is not familiar with the present State 
of organization • He names the following German Jesuits e.s leading members of 
the Vatican. Intelligence; PRZYUARA., PRIBILLA, EOFFrJABN , fAFFPALI), ESCH, ' < 

30F. 1 i'iGHAUS and U0PP3L * At the Vatican the Jesuits LEI3ER and GUKDLACE are 
particularly known as specialist? on Central Europe. 1 
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VATICAN POLITICS 



Prisoner: HARTL , Albert SS-Stubaf, Amts IV, vj and VII 



Preamble 

The following is HARTL' s report of the politics of the Vatican as seen 
from his position within the CIS. He has confined himself to the broad principles 
of Vatican policy with the result that the factual data on this subject and 
personalities involved fail to stand out in their proper light. This weakness 
may, for the most part, be ascribed to the fact that the material presented here 
has been written from memory and that HARTL is more familiar with German person- 
alities in Vatican diplomacy than with those of other nations.' 

Vatican policy over the last ten years has not veered from the century-old 
basic tendency of Vatican diplomacy, .which can be formulated in the following 
manner. The Vatican opposes every effort of a non-Catholic power or group of 
powers to attain hegemony in world politics. It supports the balance of povrer 
and favors "harmony” of equally strong political forces, for such a condition 
permits the Vatican to carry on its diplomatic game among such powers and helps 
it to realize its own religious-ideological goal. This goal is conversion of 
all mankind to Catholicism, including "perfidi Judaei", as they are called in 
the official Catholic liturgy, as well as all heretics (Protestants, Baptists, 
etc) and heathens. ■ 

The Vatican never allies itself with any one single power, but associates 
with the most varied, diametrically opposed power groups; An example of this 
method ma.y be found in the activities of the Jesuits in the last twenty years, 
when they were simultaneously courting the favor of MUSSOLINI and MOSCO’7, Japan 
and CKIANG KAI SEEK FRANCO and the United States. (With MUSSOLINI, it was the 
Jesuit, Tachi VENTURI , with MOSCOW, d'KEHBIGNY, with CEIANG EAI S EEK it was 
JACQUINOT , and in Japan, the ultra-nationalistic German Jesuits.) A further 
example of the Vatican method of playing various parties can be readily seen, 
in the fact that high ranking ecclesiastical officials, such as Cardinal SPELLMAN 
of NIT r Y0 HE or the Irish Monsignore O' DOUGHERTY at the Vatican, are said to 
have extremely close connection with the American Intelligence Service, according 
to all rumors at the Vatican, while Belgian Dominican monks freely admit that 
the leading Dominican, GILLET, gave his express permission to a number of 
Dominicans to collaborate vrith the French Secret Service. Many German 
ecclesiastics also received the express permission of their ecclesiastical 
superiors to work for the GIS. 

This basic policy of the Vatican has exerted its influence on world 
politics over the years, creating the following factors in the relationship 
of the Church to the world powers. 

The Vatican and America 

The Vatican stands in extremely close contact with America. It is interesting 
to note that Popg PIUS XII is the first Pone in history to have set foot on 
American soil. At the time of his visit, he managed to establish a cordial 
relationship with the late President RQ0SSVSLT, which, as high ranking person- 
alities of the Vatican have repeatedly pointed out, lasted until his death. 

The American Cardinals, GLENNON, STRITCES and MURRAY are hi^ily esteemed . 
at the Vatican, end the relationship between the Pone and his former colleague 
in the Papal State Secretariat, Cardinal SPELLMAN of N3V YORK, is friendly and 
cordial. The late Cardinal Secretary of State, KAGLI0N3, was instrumental in 
improving Vetican-Americen relations and his efforts are now being oontinued 
oy two present Cardinals of the Curie, the Chief of the Propaganda Rida (HARTL 
can not recall the name) and Cardinal CANALI . 
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Following tho Allied occupation of ROMS, the German Intelligence Service 
immediately began to receive reports from the Vatican on how numerous high- 
ranking American Intelligence officers and other American Army officers were 
establishing fi'ien&ly relations with Vatican officials* 



A very important factor in Vatican-Amcrican relations are the Vatican's 
financial interests in the United Strtes* 



World Catholicism based on American conceptions' is inconceivable because 
the Roman Church believes itself to be the one true church obligated to convert 
all dissenters, thus rejecting the American principle of religious freedom* 

For this reason, the Vatican is constantly seeking a counter-balance to the 
United States in Latin America (note appointment of cardinals, Christmas 19*45) • 

The Vatican particularly fears the strong growth of non^ Catholic American 
Christian missions in Asia,, Some Vatican circles are actually horrified at 
the influence of Freemasonry and the Jews in the United States, and this attitude 
only conforms to their anti-Semitic attitude and constant fear of secret communistic 
activity in America* Russia, it is said, owing to its entirely different 
economic structure, may succeed in mlunging America into an. enourmous economic 
depression within a few years, which would lead overnight to a Communist re- 
volution in the United States* From such a revolution, the Vatican expects 
more radical chaos than anywhere else; including the Soviet Union, where the 
revolution has become an evolution* The Vatican has always regarded with 
great concern the "naive rnd childish lack of understanding" in the United 
States of European problems md ascribes this to "lack of tradition"* It is 
feared that such lack of understanding might lead to the rapid destruction of 
present-day America. 

The Vatican and the USSR 

In the Russia of the Tsars, the Vatican was of practically no importance 
whatsoever. For this reason, it remained almost untouched by the Communist 
Revolution, which at first destroyed only the Tsarist Orthodox State Church. 

Thus in the period around 1919 > the saying was current in Vatican circles that, 
"Bolshevism is a tool in the hand of God to remove the Orthodox Church "and to 
make way for Vatican mission work in Russia." 



Through the efforts of /Vilhelm von BRAUN, a German officer and jurist, 
who was later active among the Negroes of North America in the interest of 
both Vatican and the Soviet Union, an initial approach between Soviet, diplomats 
and professors (among them STROJAN) and Vatican circles, particularly Monsignore 
STSISriaKN f Prelate PIZZARDI and various other Jesuits such as PULF and the 
Jesuit General, LSD0CH0' r SKI , was achieved. This initial apu roach resulted, as 
early as 1921 , in a secret Vatican-Soviet agreement permitting a number of 
Catholic religious orders limited ’activity* in South Russia. 

\ 

• Later, v P tican activity in tho Soviet Union was expanded by the Jesuit 
Bishop d'HEHBIGUY, whose work was marked by succese and failure in varying 
degrees. At the same time, within the Vatican, the present cardinals, 

PJZ2AHDI and TISSERndT , formed a strong group of high Church' dignitaries, 
who saw in Russia the great future field of Vatican activity. Typical of 
their conviction is the enthusiastic cry of Cardinal PIZZARDI, "La Russia 
la mia carriers., la mia ess i stanza." 

In preparation for its activities in Russia, the Vatican built up an ex— 
tensivo organization in which bishops and scientists, as well as the religious 
orders of the Jesuits, the Benedictines and the Salesians vrere assigned im- 
portant special tasks. 

It, was a, heavy blow to these Vatican hopes when STAHL, particularly after 
1942, began to emphasize the national character of the Soviet’ Union and, no 
doubt with the Anglican Church in mind, permitted the Orthodox Church to build 
up a Russian Orthodox State Church which then received considerable support 
from Anglican bishops, such as the Archbishop of CANTERBURY and the Bishop of 
Gibraltar, Prom 1943 on this Russian Orthodox, State Chnrch has nlayed an" 
enormous part in Soviet foreign intelligence. .§j| C'R£T 
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SECRET 

KARTL states that up to his internment in May 19^5» Soviet-Vetican relations 
had nevertheless remained intact, and that according to what 3 i shop •'ERHUN told 
him just before. Germany 1 s collapse, STALIN had actually made some extremely 
friendly and conciliatory gestures to the Pope. 

It is for such reasons that various Church dignitaries like PIZZAEDI 
and IISS3RAKT see much better chances for the Vatican's future in Russia 
than in the US . 

The failure of SPELLMAN's Balkan mission just orior to his appointment 
as cardinal was apparently resented more by ’STALIN than by BOMS. According 
to a number of sources, SPELLMAN's mission was based on complete ignorance of 
the actual situation and on an almost total lack of dependable intelligence. 

The negative result only tended to intensify STALIN 's distrust of the United 
States. 

At the present time (August 1946), the Orthodox Archbishop ALEX5Y is in 
VIENNA as STALIN’s representative to take part in discussions with Cardinal 
INNITZER, the same Cardinal, who in 193^ voluntarily appealed to the Austrians 
to vote for HITLER. 

KARTL, who has known INNITZER since 1927, states that this latest move of 
STALIN is indicative of Russia's accurate knowledge of the church situation, 
for INNITZER will prove to be just as enthusiastic about STALIN as he was about 
HITLER. Kis two mo6t intimate counsellors, Monsignore Dr PFLIEGLER and prelate ' 
Dr RUDOLF, whom KARTL has known and observed over the last twenty years, have 
always been known as "Edel" with the Communists. Both are leaders of a move- 
ment within the Catholic laymen of Europe which KARTL describes as a movement 
of "romanticists". In their opinion the Church has lost a great deal of ‘depth 
and fervor through its politics, its wealth, its superficial pomp, its so-called 
"American" efficiency, its over-emphasis of Catholic organizations and associa- 
tions, etc. They advocate the ancient Christian Communism stressing sub- 
ordination to every form of state authority including a. heathen state, in 
accordance with the Roman encyclical of Paul the Apostle in which he proclaimed 
that everyone is subject to the authority having power over him, , for every 
authority has been ordained by God. They reject every -form of outer Church 
power and are concerned only with the quiet, religious depths of the individual. 
They are for simplicity, for nature and for a religious interpretation 'of 
civilization. 

This intellectual Catholic group, with numerous followers throughout 
Europe, was very susceptible to National Socialism and also to Bolshevism. 

They saw in the church policy of both, systems the Embodiment of God’s will 
to purge the Church of its undesirable slag. Yet they fail to see that their 
group is only a oftwn in diplomatic game of the Vatican and only for this reason 
tolerated, a,nd at times even supported by the Pope. 

The Vatican and Ca t holic Stakes of Southwestern Buropo 

Once the Vatican was convinced that the United States and Russia would 
emerge as victors from the first phase of Uorld Uar II, it immediately set 
about creating a counter-balance against these two powers by preparing a bloc 
of Catholic states in southwestern Europe including Prance, Spain, Portugal, 
Ireland, Belgium, Holland and an independent Catholic Rhineland. 

The Vatican began by withdrawing its sympathies from the Vichy Government , 
which had been sum-ported by Cardinal SUEARD of PARIS, and diverting them to 
a marked degree to the Frenoh Nationalists. 

_ Jj-he Jesuit General (LEDOCHOUSEI 1 s successor), the Dominican General P- 
■j-Ixi—L- , the archbishop of TOULOUSE, the present French Ambassador at the Vatican, 
waRITaIk , and numerous other officials of the curia, all became staunch supporters 
of a Vatican bloc of southwest European states. Cardinal TISSEEAKT was also 
in favor of such a plan in addition to his Russian interests. 

The participation of Belgium, Holland, the Rhineland and Luxembourg in 
such a bloc offer no problem. More difficult is the plan to divorce Ireland 
from the American sphere of influence and to link it up with such a new bloc. 

The seme may be said for Portugal. 
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The most difficult mrohlera in the whole ;olan, however, is to find some 
sort of transition?.!. solution' for FitANCO^s So pin, which would guide that 
country into the new "bloc. 

The yp.ticm and the Southerst European Sloe 

Beginning in 19 4l, the Vatican also deemed it necessary to plan a south- 
east Burooean "bloc for the same reasons it had envisaged a southwest European 
bloc, namely, to counter-balance a Bussian-American victory in b'orld T tfar 11% 

Catholic Italy was to assume leadership in this new bloc consisting of Czecho- 
slovakia, Austria, Yugoslavia, Hungary and la.ter, perhaps Poland and the re- 
maining Be.iken countries. The father of this plan, then a Vatican official 
and now the Italian Prime Minister de . GASP'BSI , homed not only to strengthen 
the Vatican’s position, but also to ameliorate Italy's role in international 
politics. 

The Bishops, von G03E.Z and LAIBACH, the Austrian episcopate and the Hungarian 
ori-nate, forthwith affirmed this plan. Bishop HUDAL of the Vatican also became 
an ardent supporter of these efforts, when the futility of further German resis- 
tance became apparent and after he had abandoned all hope of becoming Church 
Minister of Germany. Archbishop TASDIi’I and Monsignore MOHTIMI of the Vatican 
also supported this plan to create a Catholic bloc in southeastern Europe. 

'Sor was the United States entirely disinterested in a plan which might 
divorce the entire Balkan area from Russia r s sphere, of influence and link it 
with the Vatican* The Vatican, for its part, was desirous of obtaining the 
financial support of the US for such a plan. Archbishop SPBLLl'iAH journeyed 
to ROUE on this mission. Representatives of the Balkan States were invited 
to a discussion of a possible approach of the Orthodox Church of the Balkans 
and the Vatican* SPBLLIAN overlooked the fact that this Orthodox Church was 
already completely penetrated by the Russian Secret Service and fpiled to dis- 
play the necessary 'Caution, As a result j neither the Vatican nor the United 
States were able to exploit this tremendous opportunity which ended with, a 
result exactly opposite from that intended. The Orthodox Church of the Balkans 
under the leadership of the extremely ambitious and vain Uxarch. ST3FAU of 
Bulgaria thre^ itself completely into the ams of the Soviets, at least for 
the time being, ^hile STALIU became very embittered over the activity of SPELL- 
■AU, i e , of the United States, in th* Balkans. 

Vatican Policy in China. 

The Vatican has already begun to launch its large-scale offensive in 
China, which it regards as the predominant country after tho decline of Russia* 

In a country of 46S million inhabitants, 4 million of whom are Catholics, the 
Vatican has. established a network consisting of the new ecclesiastical hier- 
archy, This hierarchy now comprises 20 church provinces, 79 suffragan bishoprics 
and 38 ' Apostolic delegations of a density heretofore' unknown. At the Vatican, 
this step is described as "unique" and "tremendous". The Vatican is extremely 
confident of success in the undertaking and is already calling it a "great 
realization 11 , vdth "hope of future maturity". 

The tat ice 11 offensive in China is apparently directed against two forms of 
opposition. Primarily, it aims at combatting the Bolshevization of Buddhism or' 
vice versa, (see Report on Russia -annex IX). Its second aim lies in opposing the 
intense activity of American Protestant missions in China. 

Apparently the financing of this new offensive of the Vatican is being borne 
for the most by American Catholicism. Yet it is obvious that an American has 
not Deen entrusted vdth the leadership of the undertaking, as had been expected 
for years, but the Chinese TlSh , the new Archbishoo o£ PEKING, end the first 
Chinese Cardinal in history (since Christmas 1945 ). 

HARTL is convinced that the bishops of northern China will have the task of 
establishing immediate contact vdth Bolshevism, since Vatican nolicy is alv/ays known 
to be a dual policy of working with and working against political forces. For this 
reason, the Vatican offensive in China is a tremendous ooportunity and at the same 
time a. tremendous danger for the US. In his opinion, America should watch carefully 
for any intimate contact between the Chinese hierarchy and Bolshevism, for any 
authoritarian efforts of the Chinese under Cardinal TIES aimed at eliminating both 
American and Russian influence in China and for any oositive or negative effects of 
American Catholic capital in the development of successful American policy in China. 
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ANNEX III 

VATICAN EIPLOITATION OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE . 

Prisoner: HARTL, Albert SS-Stuoaf Amts IV, VI and vjj 




Preamble 

HARTL recalls three instances in which the RSKA obtained important military 
intelligence through the Vatican Intelligence Service. In all three cases the 
intelligence in question was not obtained through special efforts of German 
agents at the Vatican, but was *iven intentionally and voluntarily to the GIS 
by the Vatican. 

In the initial phases of the African campaign, HARTL received detailed. ■ 
information from the Vatican stating; that all Axis plans for the African venture 
were being revealed regularly and in extremely short time to the' English, and 
that these plans were being sabotaged by the Italians* All the various person-, 
alities around MUSSOLINI, persons of Italian, nobility and members of the Italian 
General? 1 Corps,, as well as members of the Italian royal family and of the 
clergy, who were in some way connected with these acts of treason and sabotage, 
were mentioned with astounding accuracy. HARTL recalls that the wife of GRAZIANI , 
a friend of de BONO, persons close to CIANO and a certain duchess, as being 
listed in this report, which ended with the statement that Germany would do 
better to use the troops and material being sacrificed senselessly in this 
venture for other military goals. HO YD RICK immediately vent to HITLER with 
this, reoort, who then, on his next meeting with the Duce* spoke openly -with 
him a.bout the matter without mentioning any names. Shortly afterward, a re- 
port came from the Vatican, stating that MUSSOLINI had stormed about the 
matter with his intimate colleagues. Germany, the report further stated, 
could not be helped, if it made such primitive use of well-intended intelligence. 

3 AD 0 OLIO 1 s A 1 1 emu ted Treason 

The second instance in which the Vatican furnished military intelligence 
to the GIS took place in the summer of 1943. As £ reward for his expert 
opinion in connection with the problem of euthanasia for the insane, (see 
.annex V) HARTL heel obtained for Professor :AYEH of PADERBORN, permission to 
visit ROHE, where he was to ostensibly continue his studios of the social 
theories of VIVES. as usual, HARTL also requested \ AYES to gather any im- 
portant intelligence material he might come across during his trip. Shortly 
after his departure in the summer of 15^3, HARTL suddenly heard from the 
Church Referat of Amt VI RSHA that MAYER had obtained .intelligence material 
of enormous importance and ' that SCHSL1ENBESG had decided to send EARIL to 
ROME also to assist Professor MAYER in this important affair. 



HARTL claims that on his arrival in ROME the whole matter had been 
brought to a close and that MAYER then described to him just what it was 
about. 3AD0GLI0 was being urged from various quarters to break with the 
Germans and to pave the way for an airborne landing of British and American 
troops in ROME. The following plan was drawn up. The Bru tish and American 
airborne trocos were to capture the airfields around R0i;3 in a sudden attack 
and then clear the city of the few German troops s tat i one, there. XESSELRING* s 
Army , at that time in the NAPLES area, was to be thus completely cut off and 
destroyed. At the same time, Italian units on the side cr BADOGLIO were to 
cut off the Brenner Pass and thus make possible the destruction of the German 
reserve troops in northern Italy. 

Details of the plan ^ore discussed vri thin BADOGLIO’ s most intimate circle, 
but in the presence of a Vatican theologian. A few hours later, the substance 
of these discussions was reported to Professor MAYER by Vatican circles. 

-■■AYER immediately informed KAP^LER and HASS, who were German agents at the 
Vatican. They radioed the report to BERLIN. In' answer came first a short' 
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request for verification from the Fuehrer Heupt quart ier, and then followed 
the necessary orders to occupy all airports around ROME, to arrest a number 
of generals close to 3AD0GLI0, etc* KADOGLIO was forced to abandon the 
entire plan* 

Russian Offensive 



The third instance where the Vatican supplied the GIS with military in- 
telligence occurred toward the end of 1944* Through the Papal Nuncio office 
in bERLIN, Amt vj RSHA received a detailed report on the planned Russian 
offensive for January 1945- This report contained the exact date; the exact 
number of divisions and tanks for the initirl thrust, the reserve tank strength 
etc, which the Russians intended to commit* Competent German quarters termed 
the figures ridiculous and fantastic. The events soon proved that the dates 
and figures contained in this deport ^ere absolutely exact. 

Vatican Preference Among the Belligerents - 

The Vatican could not help but know that both MAYER and HARTL vrere working 
for the GIS. Monsignor STOECHLE of Ca.nvpo Santo even told Professor MAYER that 
it was general knowledge at the Vatican that he was working for the SD. 

TT hon questioned on the logical possibility of the Vatican divulging 
secret military olens of the Western Allies to the Germans, Gen Maj Ervin 
LAH0US3K, Chief of Abvehr II stated categorically , that he would consider 
such a story fantastic. The German Abvehr, he asserted, had the constant 
fear that valuable military information was leaking out to the Allies 
through the Vatican, which was known in the’ German Intelligence Service as 
a n Pestibule M (cankerous sore) behind their lines. As for the possibility 
of the Vatican disclosing vital military information -on Russia to the German 
High Command,. LAHGUSEK termed such a story as utterly plausible, but denied 
having any knowledge of such action on the part of the Vatican* ' 
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19 33-19 3b 

The interests of a. universal church and a nationalistic state are bound 
to clash. The political and ideological warfare against the Church in Germany 
was borne mainly by the Communists, by the extreme Nationalists, by the Free- 
masons and to a large extent by liberal science* particularly the exact sciences 
and philosophy. At the same time, however, the Catholic Church enjoyed immense 
power in Gorman public life. In HARTL' s opinion, this power of the Catholic 
Church in Germany was brutally and Aictatorially exploited by the Church, 
particularly against Freemasons and Marxists. Sven before their seizure of 
power in 1933 » the Nazis ha.d taken an active part in the campaign against 
the Ca-tholic political parties (Zentrum, Bayrische Volkspartei) . This fight, 
says HARTL, was directed essentially against the Church as a political factor, 
not against the Church as such, and certainly not against Christianity in 
general . 



'From 1933 to 1935. when KARTL first began working for the Nazis, there 
was a campaign against Christianity, led mainly by General LUDENDOSFF end his 
followers, but also by various popular religious movements, one of which, the . 
Deutsche. Glaubensbewegung under Prof Uilhelm HAVER of TUEBINGEN,, later achieved 
particular importance. HARTL claims, however, the.t at the time, both the 
LUDBNDORFF clique and the Deutsche C-laub ensb e wegung were considered by the SD 
to be inimical to National Socialism, Both religious groups were critically 
passive toward political events in the Reich at the tine. The same w®-s true 
of a group of scientists and authors, who long before the advent of National 
Socialism had made a name for themselves as opponents of the Church or of 
Christianity. It is true that among the more radical Nazis, there were some, 
who in 1935 wanted, to go over to the LTJDENDORFF clique (later the HAUER clique) 
with flying colors, but HITLER, by establishing a five-point church program 
committed himself, at least for the time being, to a policy of conciliation 
and cooperation with the Church. 

First of all he appointed Uehrkreis Pfarrer Ludwig MUELLER as Protestant 
Reichs Bishop with the intention of creating a strong unified Protestant State 
Church, which, similar to the Anglican Church in England, would faithfully 
lend its authority to that of the State. Prior t-' 1933, MUELLER had succeeded 
in bringing HITLER and hi ah- ranking officers of the Reichswehr together, a 
decisive step forward in HITLER 1 s career, for it assured him the cooperation 
~f the military. MUELLER, however, failed utterly in his now position as 
Reichs .dishorn. HARTL asserts that the man lacked the necessary religious 
fervor and belief in God for the task. For lack of inner strength he had 
no outer authority, and yet he was n^t superficial in his thinkin . MUELLER 
was prone to worry over inessentials, but was spiritually a docent person. 

HARTL , who knew him intimately, claims to have been appalled by his inner 
weakness and uncertainty. Uhat strength he. had', he later dissipated in women, 
alcohol and soft living. Through his failure and the failure of his colleagues, 
the Land Dishops UEIDEHANN, SCHULZ, DIEHL and KLOTSCHE, the controversy between 
the Deutschen Christen and the Bekenntnisfront, which HITLER had been trying 
to avoid, finally broke out. 

The second point in KITL JR 1 s program was the si ning of the concordat with 
ROME, v/ith this step, HITLER desired not only t n gain international prestige 
for his government, but also to eliminate all tension with so-called "political 
Catholicism". Actually, the Pope by signing this concordat pointed the way to 
HITLER for millions of heretofore aloof Catholics, and with one stroke of the 
pen removed one of the most formidable barriers confronting HITLER at the time. 
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So me years later, .lust prior t^ the outbreak of Uorld Uar II, HITLER 1 s 
most intimate personal counsellor on the concordat, the Catholic Priest and 
theologian ROTE, who remained faithful to the priesthood until his death in 
19Ul and was. "buried with all church honors, published a sensational article 
in the German Press in which he described the untimeliness of this concordat. 

The third sten in HITLER 1 s program was the decree on Freedom of Faith 
and Conscience issued by Rudolf HESS, which, at least on paper, ostensibly 
guarenteed freedom, of worship. SAHEL claims that this decree was a heavy 
blow to all radicals* and fanatics fighting* the Church* 

The .fourth step in the early Church urogram of HITLER was the establish- 
ment of an independent . Church Ministry. This was conceived as a . central Reich 
agency which would serve all problems involving Church and State* The Protestant 
section was essentially under Church Minister EEEEL himself, who in this capacity 
made an even poorer showing as a personality than MUELLER as Reich Bishop, With 
the express - nermission of his superior Cardinal PAULHA3SR, ROTH, took over the 
Catholic section of the Ministry as Ministerial Diriment* In all phases of his 
new work he cooperated closely with his Church colleagues from MUNICH, Bishop 
BSRKIMG of 0SHABEU5CX, and Bishop UISTjkSEN, who had been appointed by the German 
bishops to act as official liaison between the German episcopate end the State 
authorities. EciETL was a close friend of ROTH and considered him to be one of 
his best sources of information on church affairs# 

The fifth point in HITLER 1 s program v;afe an attempt to capitalize on the 
prestige of Church dignitaries by appointing them to honorary State positions* 
GQEEI5G bestowed the title of Prussian State Counsellor on the Protestant Reich 
Li shoo MUELLER and on the Catholic Siehop KSEBING of OSNABSUECK. Roth G03RING 
and XERJL described to HARTL how much Bishop 33EKIKG always enjoyed the H social n 
functions of the Prussiah State Counsel. 

Thus in the years 1953 to 1935* the Church in Germany was being courted 
to a certain degree by the Nazis. At that time HEYDRICK, under the pen name, 
of Pieter SCHWARZ, published a book containing accurate fibres and numerous 
‘photographs proving the ^prosperity” of Catholicism in the initial years of 
the Nazi reign. Most of the material for this book was the work of KAETL* 

1936-1939 

Be,?inniru: about 193^, various quarters berpn to intensify their attacks 
against the Church. ROSENBERG was gradually usurping the authority originally 
invested in the Church Ministry, and was attempting to dictate church policy. 

His "Mythos" ( ,? The Myth of the 20th Century”) had -already created tremendous 
friction, but new he began to adopt nn'even more violent tone in his numerous 
smooches and in his directives for training Party lenders. Scientific support 
for those efforts of R0SEIE3BRG stemmed mainly from the pen of the former ? rotes— 
tout theologian and director of a seminary Professor Dr 35ACP3IANN and from the 
former Catholic theologian Professor Dr KOCH, as well as from a one-time priest 
and director of a napnl institute in JERUSALEM, Dr POEL# 

Simultaneously in the Church Ministry, Minister KEE5L was creating more 
and more confusion in church relations. Ho composed pseudo— scientific manuscripts 
in an attempt to outdo all the wisdom of the Bible under the illusion that he 
could thus put all former religious lenders to shame. These manuscripts were 
so full of nonsense and confusion that even HITLER was forced to prohibit pub- 
lication, although they were already in print. KEE5L attempted to seduce women 
by assuring them that with him they would conceive and brina into the world 
the coming superman for whose creation he had been chosen by God* One day he 
would make decisions and the next day reverse them. In short, it became im- 
possible to consider him mentally normal, a.nd HASTL claims that he repeatedly 
made this, known both orally and in writing. In 194-1 KERRL died of a heart 
attack while on a pleasure trip in PARIS# But prior to his death, he had done 
irreparable damage to the Church cause through his insanity. 

- ' t , 

The Gestapo after 1935 undertook various measures which aggravated the tension 
oetvesn Church ana State# The first step was to dissolve all religious organiza- 
tions whose character was not purely religious but also political# 'The person 
most responsible for this measure was SS-6/Stubaf and Ober Rea Rat Dr E&EEM&NN, 
who at that time was the Church Ref era t of the Gestano. " 
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At that ti -e, the Gestapo obtained from p number of monks belonging to 
various monasteries evidence of illegal foreign exchange transactions in con- 
siderable amounts involving numerous Catholic monasteries and convents in 
Germany. (Interrogator's note: B0LL2KEAGM , one of HARTL 1 s assistants, states 

that HARTL' s ref era t v*xs instrumental in gathering this evidence against the 
Catholic organizations. HARTL 1 s denial, which is .just one more attempt to 
becloud his close cooperation with the Gestapo, is completely without foundation, 
since the gathering of such information against the Church was one of- the prime 
functions of his SD network.) Armed with this information, ESYD'MCH ordered 
the head of his foreign exchange tracing office, SS-O/Stubaf QUETTLING to 
proceed against the suspected institutions. As a result, numerous measures 
were undertaken against monasteries whose members had been ostensibly guilty 
of violating the foreign exchange laws'. KARTL emphasises that these measures 
were then carried out by the Church Ref err t of the Gestapo in the respective 
area, hoping thereby to absolve himself of any responsibility in a matter, 
which even at that time was recognized by the German people to be e particularly 
vile form of anticlerical propaganda, far out of proportion to any violation 
of the lav' which might have been committed. 

Another attempt to vilify the church came about ’following what HARTL terms 
the "chance” discovery of a number of monks in disreputable nightclubs for 
homosexuals. Here again, HARTL tries to shift the responsibility to other 
offices by asserting that this chance discovery prompted EEYDRICE to initiate 
action through SS-Standf MSI SINGES, later police attache in TOKYO in order to 
determine the extent of homosexuality in all monasteries throughout Germany. 
There can hard] y be any doubt' that HARTL 1 s SD network was the prime source of 
evidence in this affair too. The fact that the Church Reforat of the Gestapo 
then undertook extremely sharp measures against "iniquitous and guilty" 
monasteries in no way lessens HARTL 1 8 responsibility in an action even more 
dubious than, that against the* foreign exchange violators. 

Catholics all over Germany were, incensed by these rotten methods of the 
Party and tension mounted. Many priests and monks expressed sharp remarks 
against the Nazis* .and these remarks In turn led to more arreStsj mote con- 
victions and more sentencing- to the concentration camp in DACHAU* Nazi pro- 
paganda had a field day in its extremely violent campaign against' the Church 
in the press, and in propaganda meetings* All Party leaders, from HITLER down 

to the small propaganda loader of a Krois, gleefully participated in this 

propaganda campaign . 

HIM-ILER was not idle in his efforts to s -ear the Church. On the .in- 
stigation of his cousin, SS-Stubaf and Ober Reg Rat in Amt IF, Dr. August PATIN,. 

he established a secret research office to explore the methods and extent of 
medieval witch trials. At the cost of quite a few hundred thousand marks, he 
commissioned a large number of experts to collect all books and records, 

■o rinted and unprinted, from all libraries in Germany and from all Church, State 
and or i vat e archives. For every German family and for overy German community 
a list of forbears (men, women, and children) v/as drawn up from the archives, 
who at some time or other between the kiddle Ages and the present had been 
martyred and tortured by the Church, HARTL states that this material forms 
one of the most, interesting cultural -historical collections in the world. 

The results of this research project fanned the hatred and . revenge of high 
ranking Party leaders such as HIMMLER, HITLER and LORkANN and inspired them to 
cruelties and brutalities against the Church.- RIMKL3R and many around him. 
copied almost every detail of their concentration camp methods as described 
in the current press from the ecclesiastical interrogation methods of the 
Inquisition. .Leading figures in this,- research* project, which yielded such 
catastrophic result, were SS-Standf SPENGLER, SS-H/Stuf Dr MURAUSXI and 
SS-Stubaf Dr DITTEL. ' 

From 1936 ROH-IANN gradually assumed leadership of the fight against 
the Church. Establishing within his staff an independent Church Division 
under the direction of Min Rat KRUEGER, he constantly issued directives . to 
all State and ‘Party offices on ther purging of clerical influence from public 
life. 
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1939-1941 C 

The. mounting tension "between Church pud State in Germany abated con- 
siderably with. the outbreak of war in 1939 • HITLER issued the order that all 
conflict vith the Church «es either to "be settled immediately or postponed 
until after the war. HASH carefully disclaims any knowledge of measures 
taken Against the Catholic clergy of Poland at the time* He later found out 
that a great number of priests, monks and nuns were arrested in Poland during 
that time. Such arrests, he states, were either ordered directly, by HIMMLER 
and KEYDRIGH through the commanders of the Sipo and. SI in Poland, or were 
carried out by these commanders on their own responsibility. Purine this 
period, HARTL was transferred from his former SD work to Amt l v under Gestapo 
Chief MUELLER. and must have had insight into the operations of the Gestapo 
against the Church. He maintains that the Church situation at that time was 
"relatively" quiet. He further attempts to absolve himself of any responsibility, 
by stating that the actual Gestapo executive function in Church questions was 
vested in the person of Beg Bat BOTH, his colleague in office, who went per- 
sonally vith all important decisions to Gestapo Chief MUELLER Without con- 
sulting HAP.TL. 

1941-1945 

KARTL was relieved of his duties in the BSEa in December 1941, when he 
was sent to Russia to work for the 3dS in KIEV, Dr THOMAS. His knowledge of 
Nazi policy toward t-he Church after that date is that of an outsider. He 
states that just after hi s dismissal from office, the BSEA adopted the radical 
anti-clerical uolicy already launched by the Party Chs.ncellory under the 
direction of I in Rat KRUEGER. LOPl’ANN end HIMMLER or their agents now. became 
the proponents of an extremely severe war against the Church with " ITLER' s 
approval, because in the French Foreign Office oroof was discovered that 
German Jesuits had been working with the French Secret Service. HIMMLER' s 
henchmen in this fight against the Church were KALIENBRUNNER, MUELLER, BOTE , 

KUN2S and Dr NEUF.AES , At the same time, BORI'ANN .and KRUEGER and their colleagues 
in the. Party Chancellory were carrying on the same fight against the Church. 

In this campaign between 1942 and 1945, the measures launched against the 
Church were said to be extremely radical, often resulting in executions and 
other forms of violence. The action was cloaked in the greatest secrecy, and 
KARTL claims he heard only rumors of it through former connections in the BSEA. 

During his visit to ROME in 19^3, HARTL paid a visit to Bishop HUDAL of 
the Sacrum Off ici urn to discuss with him, as HARTL exoiains, the world situation 
in- the field of religion and politics. KARTL knew him- from a book HUDAL had 
written on National Socialism* During the conversation, HUDAL confided to 
HARTL the fact that shortly after the death of Reich Church Minister KERBL* 

(early lgb-l) a high ranking SS Official had come to him with a mission from 
HITLER and HIMMLER, namely, to offer . him the position as Reich Minister for - 
Churches in Germany. HUDAL had accepted, for he saw the possibility of uniting 
the whole Catholic world against Bolshevism and of making vrnr between Germany 
and the United States impossible, he had agreed to adorn t an internal policy 
of complete division of Church and State in Germany in accordance with HITLER'S 
plans. HUDAL made himself ready for the trim to BERLIN and awaited the uromised 
special plane of the German Government. At the last minute, however, the plan 
was dropped, presumably because of objections voiced by BOSKAM. 

HiiBTii asserts that it will ever be to the shame of the Gorman bishons vith 
the exception of the prelate in BERLIN, LICHTESBEBG, that not one single leading 
Catholic church official intervened energetically and publicly for those priests 
banished at the time to concentration camps or sentenced to death. HIMMLER 
and BOB; .ANN were thirsting for the blood of the higher Church hierarchy, but 
these church officials held back, sending: only the lesser ones on ahead and 
then leaving them to their fate. 

Part of the hierarchy under the leadership of the Papal Nuncio Cesare 
-rSINIGO, Cardinal BERTRAM of BRESLAU, Bishop UISNKEN etc, even expressly censured 
the anti-Nazi attitude of the lover hierarchy. Nor must it be forgotten that a by- 
no means inconsiderable mart of even the' lower hierarchy as well as some of the 
leading personalities of the Church collaborated with the Nazis and the GIS up 
to the collaose in 1945. 
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In 19UO HEYDRICE personally ordered iJARTI/ to report to the. Chancellory of 
the Fuehrer to receive instructions, irrartop.. sefcr£t matter from, 5 *eichs' Amts' 
leiter $S-Q/Fuehrer Viktor BRACK. 

At the Chancellory, BRACK explained to HARTL that HITLER had decided for 
financial and humane reasons to put the pitiful incurably insane out of their 
misery in the most painless manner possible* Ke had been given the order to 
organize, in conjunction with Min Rat zur LISTEN of the Ministry of the Interior, 
the execution of this plan* T 'Mth -HIMMLER’ s approval, e. Commission of physicians 
and chemists had tested methods for achieving painless death on n criminal 1 ’ 
inmates of concentration camps, and on the basis of these experiments p gas 
chamber for mass executions had been constructed. To simplify matters and also 
for psychological reasons, the bodies were to be cremated* >A special ambulance 
company would transport all. insane declared incurable by a medical board to 
central institutions eouipped with the necessary gas chamber and crematorium* 



Psychologically, it would be a simple matter to gain the stipport of the 
people for such a measure* Everything depended on finding out how German church 
officials would react to the measure* BRACK then asked HARTL to express his 
opinion -on the possible reaction of the Church to this problem* 



Hii AT L explained tn? a t on the basis of his knowledge of moral theology, the 
Church would reject the killing of the insane, but that in such an important mat^ 
ter he would suggest that a church specialist in such things, i e, a professor 
of moral theology, be given the task of writing a detailed endorsement oh the 
subject. BRACK agreed with th s suggestion and told HARTL to obtain such an 
, endorsement. 



From a group of six moral theologians known to HARTL , he chose as the most 
'suitable man for the task, Prof HATER of the Academy for Philosophy and^ Theology 
in FAIERBOSN. MATER accepted the assignment and submitted a lengthy endorsement 
of more than 100 pages in which he pointed out that the Church itself, until the 
19th Century, had done away with the insane by locking: them up in so-called witch 



towers and lotting them starve, by driving them into the woods to starve or, 
after torturing: them cruelly, by burning them at tne stakes a.$ witbhes* HATER 
then explained in -his endorsement that since the 19th century, moral theology 
has been for absolute protection of the lives of insane and has generally rejec- 
ted mercy killing or euthanasia. Yet opinions on this puolbct were not always 
uniform. Even today it is possible to prove the right to kill incurably insane, 
particularly .with the probabiiism theory of the Jesuits* The non-ecclesiastical 
moral theology, according: to MAY 531 , also fails to agree on this subject, and 
various .American philosophy rs lend serious support to the case for euthanasia* 
Thus, the final result of MAflDR*s report; which contained an enormous amount of 
scientific "background material, was that in principle, there ia no contradiction t 
between Church doctrine-- and the killing of the incurably insane. Since the 19 th 

h ?? g :' u 7 e J uu> ?. d9 t0 Vie problem of euthanasia has been 
p c. do...m=mt, Loral .iistory shows mat the Church has V rji freauently changed 

its opinion in such matters and has adapted itself to prevailing conditions. 



i'iaYEE ' s endorsement thus cleared up the question theoretically. From a 
practical standpoint it was then necessary to find out whether the Cftttrcfl would 
undertake a violent campaign of opposition. against the plan. E FILES could not 
afford to risk a consolidated attack of all G-man churches. 
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j EABTL then proposed to confide the entire plan to an official representative 

j of the Catholic Church and to an representative of the Frotestant Church for 
i their opinion. ’ HiifiTL himself was unwilling to accept responsibility for such an 
j important decision. He proposed the names of two persons whose opinion might 
j he considered official, Bishop WILNKBN, who acted as liaison between all German 
| Catholic bishops and the German Government and was the Head of the Commissariat 
I of the Fulda Bishop’s Conference, and the Frotestant Pastor BOBELSCHWING, Direc- 
i tor of the Bethel institutions. 

I 



KARTL claims that he did not take part in the conferences with these two 
j representatives of the Church and knows only what at the Ttteet.lngB . 

j from BRACK. BOBELSCEWIBG- , whom Reichslelter BOUHIER visited, personally in BETHEL, 
j was very much against the plan. He even succeeded in having his institutions 
; exempted from the measures, BRACK, and those above him concluded that BOEELA 
j SCKUING’s resistance th the measure, as BRACK explained with great sarcasm to 
f HAETL, was dictated less by the principle of the matter than by "business rea- 
i sons". In the discussions with Bishop WIZirCEN, which were based on Frofeseor 
MAYER’ s endorsement, the Bishop displayed a surprisingly positive attitude, 

• according to BRACK, who during the discussion, suggested that he and the bishop 
inspect various asylums to demonstrate the need for the planned measure* WIENKEN 
j declined the offer, but, promised to persuade the other bishops to show an under- 
1 standing for the conterrplated project* 
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Actually, neither a united Frotestant attack, nor a sharp, public Catholic 
protest was launched against the execution of the measure* In time, some 
individual protests were heard, but they were just as weak as all the other 
pronouncements and decrees of the Church hierarchy. It was more a case of 
grumbling than protesting. Hot one protest condemned HITLER personally as the 
instigator of an unmoral or unchristian measure. Not one bishop absolved him- 
self from his oath to HITLER because of this measure. Not one -of the 
many Catholic and Frotestant professors of morals resigned his official position 
in the Third Reich or refused to accept his salary from the* State. No Nuncio 
was recalled to in.OKE in protest. BOLELSCHWING 1 s protest, even though seconded by 
some theologians like Bishop WEM, remained ineffective, because of the reason, 
stated above. . Bishop GaLEN failed utterly in his protest by including in his 
sermon on the subject such an obvious untruth that the effect was lost. Ee stater] 
that it wa6 also the intention to kill severely Wounded soldiers. Since e mili- 
taristic strte by adopting such a measure would at the same time destroy every 
bit of its militarism, it was obvious th* t GALEN was lying. Everyone knew that 
not even the craziest National Socialist would even consider such a plan. It 
was thus possible to denounce the bishop as a -liar and a demagogue, Further 
protests continued to trickle in from Church circles, but all of them were • 
spineless and tame. ' 



i 



HAETL is certain that this measure against the insane would have been dropped 
immediately if the Christian Churches had taken a united and defiant stand 
against i%. That was actually the whole idea of HAETL 1 8 part in the plan, namely 
to determine if the Nazis could afford to go through with the^project without 
arousing the Church, 



j In attempting to explain why the Church, in this case as in so many. others, 
j bowed before the will of the Nazis, HAETL gives two reasons. For diplomatic 
j reasons the Church fearfully avoided committing itself % o the democracies 
j.or to the Soviet Union, ie, it was unwilling to break with the Fascist states 
! (MUSSOLINI, HITLER, IISC, RETAIN, FRANCO ) . This is the political line of the 
j Vatican and is easily proven (see Annex II Vatican Politics), In the case of 
j the incurably insane, the moral oucstion had to accede to political considera- 
; tions. Secondly, judging by BRACK 1 6 report to HAETL on WIENXIN, a’ protest . 
j. against this measure could not only be successfully countered by propaganda, 
j but the’ results of such a protest would be psychologically negative. 
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The measure vps thus put through. To inform the leaders of the Party on the 
subject, BSu’.-.CX had a documentary film made, which was later to be. used for 
general propaganda purposes. HA2TL was invited by BRACK to see some parts of 
this film in 19^0 in the Tobis building* on Friedrich Str in BERLIN in the pre- 
sence of the director of the film ( S GfTWE NNI NG-E'E or a similar name, tall, dark, 
thin). Ha5.IL claims he never saw the completed film, but the pictures he ,-did 
see showed » well-knpwn Munich psychiatrist in hie institution and depicted the 
efforts of German science to cure the insane. 'The Munich professor gave a short 
speech on the subject, which was followed by horrifying pictures of the sub-human 
existence of the incurably insane. The frightfully drawn faces of insane persons 
after normal death were then contrasted with the peaceful expressions of those 
who hr d died in the gas chamber. The film further contained pictures of the 
.series of experiments carried out on "criminal” inmates 

of concentration camps. KAETL states that the film also showed the gas chancer - 
itself, which is built with a window through which the doctors can observe the 
reactions of those in the chamber. BARTL says that the chamber looks like any 
other hospital room. 

Later, 3HuCK told K&HTL that a large part of the relatives of the insane 
had shown great understanding for the measure and even expressed their gratitude 
that the State had taken over responsibility for the natter. 

T ’ r hat little Church resistance there was, later shifted from a protest against 
such executions to a protest against cremation of the remains without religious 
benediction* 



h 





bk 



0JzEMil31 

3 Jan bj 

HEADQUASiESS 

7707 MILITARY INTEL LIGENC3 SERVICE- CENTER. 

APO 757 'US ARMY 

AMEX VI 

KARTL f S TRIP TO AU STRIA I N MARCH 19Rg 

Prisoner : KAR.TI , Albert SS'-Stubaf Amts IV, VI and VII 



In March 1938 , some 100 officials of the SD Haup.tamt and Gestapo in 3EELIN 
were ordered to be reedy to leave by special tr^in from the Anhalter station 
within a few hours. HARTI, as one of the officials, traveled with t he group to 
MUNICH. There a small party including KEYDRICH, MUELLIR, LISCKKA, etc boarded 
a rla.ne for. VIENNA, while the rest continued the trip by autocade under the 
* command of MEISINGER. 

Once in VIENNA, the Gestapo . off icials under command of MUELLER and FIFEALZR 
carried out large-scale arrests and conf iscat ions . MRTL is silent on his acti- 
, vities during the- first few days, claiming only that he took part in the big 
: reception ceremonies for HITLER and in other celebrations. He was then given 
the mission of seeking, out all Austrian bishops in order to persuade them to 
coonc-rate peacefully with the National Socialist authorities. HARTL. claims that 
all. of them expressed their willingness td cooperate and tnat several of them, 

, such -as Prince Bishop HESTER, of KIAGENFUET, were enthusiastic about the annexa- 
; tion, while others, Prince Bishop VAITZ of S^LZBtJRG, stated that they still 
could not comprehend that nothing was going to happen to them because of their 
former politic, al activity* They had thought that the Gestapo would shoot every 
last Austrian bishop or at least jail then for life. HARTI assured them that 
: nothing Whatever would happen to then, and the Archbishop was moved to tears 
by such decency and generosity. As a matter of fact, nothing did happen to the 
Austrian bishops under the Nazi regime. 

Cardinal INNITZZR, who had been approached not only by KARTL, but by a 
higher ranking; Nazi official, SS-Brigf SELZNEE, then issued a proclamation to 
the people urging them to vote for HITLER. All bishops joined this proclamation, 
and as HARTL asserts, without pressure from the side of the Nazism 

BARTL wes under 'the impression at the time that their enthusiasm fo.r HITLER 
actually stemmed from their fear of being shot for having- supported SCKUSCHNIGG 
.Fascism. Prince Bishop WAITZ of SaLZBURG, who knew HARTL by name, of course, 
assured him that in his opinion, the Austrian bishops owed, their lives to KARTL 
and wished to' reward him with handsome presents. 

Prince Bishop HESTER of KLAGENFURT was the only --ustrian bishop known to be 
ar. old follower of National Socialism and was known to have saved the lives of - 
many National Socialists under the SCHUSCHNTGG regime. 

Luring HARTL ! s trim through Austria to the various bishoprics of GRAZ, 
XLAGLNLURT, SALZBURG*, LINZ and ST rOALTEN, SS-0 /Fuehrer Dr SIX arrived in VIENNA 
by plane to carry’ out large scale actions in his field. SIX, at the time, was 
IA.RTL 1 3 superior in office, and HARTL was in charge of Church Affairs, and yet 
he denies responsibility- for the measures taken by SIX and GAHRMANN against 
what he terms !, semi-pplitica.l n church organizations. He does admit searching 
the house of the University Prof Lr A DEMPF, but claims that he neither arrested 
the man nor confiscat'd any of his property. Here he hedges again, by claiming 
tnat he left the command of this house search to GAHEMU.NK , while he himself 
managed to keep otherwise occupied by helping the future Gauleiter A HOFFMAN 
re-register all church organizations, a dull, clerical task involving no 
decisions, for the actual licences for such organizations, were not decided on 
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until months later. EATiTL claims to have volunteered for this work in order to 
avoir, taking part in house searches of church property, since he had just made 
agreements of mutual loyalty with Church officials. He further claims that SIX 
severely reprimanded him for his evasive tactics and. threatened to ha.ve him 
punished through KEYDEICH. EEYDBICH, however, appreciated. HARTL f s efforts in 
appeasing the bishops and punished him for this lack of discipline only by failing 
to grant him the promotion given to all other participants of the 13 March action 
and. by sending him back to BERLIN. GAHR&ABN remained in VIENNA, later to become 
SD Abschnitts Fuehrer in LINZ. BOLfE took charge of the SD office in VIENNA. 
SS-Stubaf Dr BOLLE had been one of Six’s closest associates before becoming SD~ 
Leitabschnitts Fuehrer in VIENNA. 

An interesting sidelight on EAETL 1 s. trip to VIENNA in 193$ occurred during 
the first days of the Nazi, occupation. EARTL was ordered to report to HEYDEICE 
in the Hotel Refine., wher “ the following conversation between the two took place,. 
HEYD5.ICH informed HA3.TL- that he had received secret instructions to secure at all 
coots any documents within the Austrian-Czech border area, which might show that 
HITLER was not German, but of Czech or Slavic descent. The only records in cubs* 
tion would be the parochial registers.' He asked HAUL *ow to go about obtaining 
these records, whether or not they were kept hidden by the Church and whether 
such a search could be kept secret. KAETL stated, that since it was not known in 
which parishes the documents might be found, numerous genaelogis ts would have to 
search r^. cords in the area in cuestion, and. that if only for this reason, it 
would be very ddfficult to keep such an action secret. If HITLER., however, could., 
give more precise information on the probable locality where such evidence might 
be found, trained genealogists would have no trouble in procuring such documents 
secretly and in short order. It would only be a matt. r of removing either birth 
or baptismal record-S from the Church archives. 

This ended the conversation between BEYDAICB and HAETL, and HiETL claims that 
ho later heard nothing more on the matter. 



